Above: Volunteers
gather for instructions
before trash pick up

Many Hands Pick up Migrant Trash
Volunteers from the Peace Corps Fellows Pro-

gram at University of Arizona along with more hands
from Mosaic Methodist Church and Humane Bor-
ders participated in a massive desert clean up effort
on March 3. The group of approximately 40 people
traveled to the Arivaca area where the widely publi-
cized trash removal efforts were coordinated by
Hunters Who Care. Our group worked with Kerry
Baldwin, from Pima County Government, to focus
our attention on county owned property. Jay Young,
Peace Corps intern with Humane Borders, worked
with Georgia Ehlers, from the Office of Fellowships,
Internships and Community Engagement at Univer-
sity of Arizona, to plan the graduate students’ par-
ticipation. This group of volunteers removed ap-
proximately 55 bags of items left in the desert by
migrants.
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Message from Rev. Robin Hoover, Ph.D.

Several years ago, six of our volunteers and |
went to California to help out our friend John Hunter.
Hugo Cadelago, otherwise known as “El Gordo,” out
of Los Angeles, was conducting a radio fundraiser
for water stations in California and Arizona. | had
the cell phone that worked when the call came let-
ting us know we were going to a warehouse to
unload two semi tractor-trailers of water in bottles.
After | embarrassed myself speaking in English to
50 Spanish-speaking volunteers, El Gordo got up
and said, “I love you, Reverend, but now it's time to
talk Christian to these people.” What he meant was,
“Talk English! “Oh, and don't just tell them how to
get the job done. Tell them what it means.”

Thanks, El Gordo, you were right.

It's time now is to talk Christian to folks pretend-
ing to talk about immigration reform. And, what |
mean by that is it's time to speak the language of
values, ethics, people, and also our faith.

Governor Janet Napolitano addressed the Na-
tional Press Club February 27, 2007. She under-
stands some of this border - immigration, security,
migration conflagration stuff - but we need to talk
Christian to her.

She says she knows the border. She has held
the jobs. She has walked, flown, and rode horses
over much of the border. She’s been in the drug
tunnels. She has supervised the prosecution of
more than 6,000 immigration felonies.

Fair enough, but there’s little or no evidence that
she knows the migrants. She doesn't talk of spend-
ing time in Altar, Sonora. She doesn’t mention little
girls praying before the shrine of the Virgin of Gua-
dalupe in Sasabe before picking up a water jug and
starting out on a journey as dramatic for her as Alan
Shepherd’s first flight on top of a rocket. We have
no evidence she has soothed young boys with miss-
ing legs claimed by an encounter with a train.

The governor’s speech was perhaps as good as
a politician can paste together, but the problem is
politicians talk about the migration from the perspec-
tive of enforcement, employment, and/or human
rights. They almost never mention the migrants,
their needs, their desires, their hopes, their experi-
ence of suffering from the effects of U.S. policies in
their countries. And, just what is the difference be-

tween the migrants we know from our journeys on
the other side of the border and our encounters in
the desert and the migrants we meet in the grocery
stores? Just a little bit of time and experience and
space.

The migrants blend in as they start looking,
walking, and talking like citizens so fast it staggers
the sociologists’ minds. One hundred and more
years ago, it took three generations on average for
many newcomers to become fluent in English. To-
day, the young ones are walking around with IPods
and know things even parents of U.S. teenagers
don’t know.

Like most politicians, the governor uses statis-
tics as if the migration were a constant phenomenon
with the same numbers of migrants starting their
journeys each day into the U.S. She said in her
speech, “In 2006, in a 24-hour period, an estimated
4,000 immigrants would cross illegally into my state.
Although that number has gone down by about a
third since the National Guard was deployed in mid-
2006 under Operation Jump Start....”

Come on folks, we've been talking for decades
about how the migration is seasonal. We’re moving
toward the end of the annual peak migration as we
write this in March 2007. | really want to telegraph
to the governor and to the other politicians that dur-
ing peak migration, the numbers are over 6,500 per
day, and during the low ebb of migration the num-
bers are less than 600. The National Guard came
during a time when the natural flows were going
down.

And, as a point of legal definition, the people
crossing the border illegally aren’t immigrants. Im-
migrants are people who have a legal status. In ad-
dition, many of the people who come here legally
aren’t immigrants, in fact, they come on legal, “non-
immigrant visas.” | know it's confusing, but ask
guestions, and we can help sort it out.

She moved on to talk about crime and costs.
Then, she tried to tell us how she’s saving the day.
Working with Sonora, she’s attacking fraudulent IDs,
using new technology. On and on. Governor,
please listen, more people will successfully cross
the Sonora-Arizona border between January 15 and
May 1 than live in Tucson. The State of Arizona is
helpless to do anything other than symbolic politics
that waste resources. We advocate for taking the



moral high ground and working toward saving lives.
It has the added benefit of bringing much needed
human-dimensional debate to this situation.

She goes on to commit the worst offense of our
politicians, perpetuating the myth of national interest
furthered by selfishness. U.S. laws concerning im-
migration are focused on “creaming” the very best
migrants—»bringing in the very best persons with
high-level skills, knowledge, and ability, the best
education and English proficiency. And, then we
want to keep them and make them like us. What
the migrants need—and in the long term what the
U.S. needs—is for people to come here, work, and
go home with new life experiences and new re-
sources to transform their countries, but that seems
to be off the table. She explicitly wants to keep out
the “bad” migrants, and bring in the “good” mi-
grants—the high tech scientists and engineers.

God must weep when she sees so many of her chil-
dren not chosen for the team.

So the governor’s plan is to control the border
between the ports of entry. Maybe the governor
never thought of moving the migration safely back to
the ports of entry. This requires political moves, not
law enforcement moves. But, then, we must re-
member, federal payrolls, infrastructure and technol-
ogy bring in lots of dollars to Arizona. She then pro-
ceeded to give us a U.S. Chamber of Commerce
lecture about making visas simple and ample, called
for a temporary worker program with no amnesty,
and directed our attention to Adam Smith econom-
ics.

Ill spare you the rest, but it makes me think.
When | was in Mexican President Felipe Calderon’s
home in Mexico City to receive the Reconocimiento
Cum Laude (recognition with honors) of the National
Human Rights Award, I called on the nations in the
western hemisphere to learn how to share - re-
sources, opportunities, and lives. We already share
blood (see 2 Chronicles 28:8ff). We are neighbors
(see Luke 10). We need to talk Christian, Jew,
Muslim, and all the rest, and even more. Our faith
traditions, our western heritage of dabbling in rights
needs to be the Lingua Franca of the debate. The
languages that are spoken by the apologists of the
market (economy), the nation (race, language, cul-
ture), and the state (rule of law, rights) must ulti-
mately be driven by a conception of human value
and recognition of the value of the humans who are
literally both near and dear to us.

Governor, Senators, Congressmen, we're ready
to talk when you are.

This link shows a list of the Governor’s recent speeches.
http://azgovernor.gov/media/Latestinfo.asp?print_view=true

Thank you, Methodists!

The United Methodist Church donated over
$10,000 in blankets and health kits to Humane Bor-
ders in January. This generous gift makes the
Methodist Church the 2nd largest Humane Borders
donor ever! On Feb. 8, Robin and volunteers went
to Phoenix for a press conference to thank the
Methodists and spread the word about how their gift
is helping folks on the border. They met and had
lunch with Bishop Minerva Carcafio, who has been
instrumental in cultivating Methodist support for Hu-
mane Borders. Bishop Carcafio blessed the blan-
kets and heath kits for their journey to Mexico. Vol-
unteers from Humane Borders delivered these do-
nations to migrant shelters, orphanages, and group
homes in Mexico this month.

Humane Borders volunteers attending the bless-
ing of blankets were Sean Hammond, Paul
Fuschini, Dirk Tolleson, Rolly Loomis, Scott Morris,
Robin Hoover, Peg Wood, and Liana Rowe.

Farah talks to migrants at
El Torgugo check point



Mauricio Farah Gebara
Speaks at the U of A
By Ani Goodenberger

Last time Mexican Human Rights Inspector
Mauricio Farah Gebara came to the University
of Arizona, he was shouted down by anti-
migration protestors. It was a humiliating ex-
perience for many humanitarians here in Tuc-
son, who felt that this horrifying example of bad
manners toward our Mexican guest reflected
badly on all Americans.

The University of Arizona was also embar-
rassed that things could go so wrong at one of
their sponsored events. President Peter Likins
agreed to invite Farah for a return campus visit
to speak in a protected environment. On Fri-
day, Feb. 23, Farah spoke at the Integrated

Learning Center to a standing-room-only crowd.

He spoke in Spanish and English while some
listened to simultaneous translation through
headphones.

Farah believes migration can be a great op-
portunity for the development of both the
United States and Mexico if we remember that
migration is a question of economics—not ter-
rorism. Many of the US’s migration policies
since 1993 have focused on security, including
wall building in urban areas, increased technol-
ogy, and greater numbers of Border Patrol
agents. These measures ignore the root
causes of migration and do nothing to stop or
even slow illegal migration. As long as there
are jobs that need to be done in the US and
people in Mexico who need work, migration will
continue across the border.

Farah went on to talk about how militarization
of the border has led to the deaths of many mi-
grants and created a complex network of crimi-
nal activity on the border. Before militarization,
people could cross into the US in relatively safe
urban areas with the help of a family friend or a
mom & pop-style smuggling system. Now that
the urban areas have been closed off, migrants
have been forced into the much more danger-
ous desert. Now it takes longer to reach safety
and the people who smuggle migrants across
have to be more sophisticated. . . and more
ruthless. Today’s smugglers are more likely to
run drugs along with their human cargo or to
abandon their charges to wander the desert
alone when confronted by border patrol.

Mauricio suggests that if the US and Mexican
governments can think of migration in terms of
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employment, economics, development, and hu-
man rights—not security and terrorism—
migration can be safer and more beneficial for
people on both sides of the border.

Week of Compassion Dinner

The First Christian Church sponsored a din-
ner in honor of Mauricio Farah Gebara, Hu-
mane Borders, and Robin Hoover. Lori Bryant,
Jean Bronson, and Mark Thornburgh put to-
gether a wonderful meal, complete with pollo
naranja from Maya Quetzal, beautifully deco-
rated tables, and moving speeches. Jean Bron-
son treated us with her signature flan, which
was a delicious addition to the meal.

After the meal Robin and the HB officers
asked all the volunteers to stand. They an-
nounced that Robin had received the National
Human Rights award last year in Mexico on be-
half of all the Humane Borders volunteers.
They then placed miniature copies of the
medal around their necks. These mini-medals
were made by Pam . On one side they have a
photo of the medal Robin received. On the
other it says, “Presented to Rev. Robin Hoover,
PhD, received on behalf of volunteers and sup-
porters of Humane Borders 12/13/06.”

Personal letter from President Felipe
Calderon congratulating Hoover and Humane
Borders and giving gratitude for collaborative
work the Mexican government.

HUMANE BOR-
DERS

Overview of Daily Activity and Topics

MARCH 26: Participants will
travel by bus and/or vansto
Altar, Sonora, Mexico to inter-
view migrantsin the largest
staging area used by migrants
to enter the US. Catered Din-
ner with Q and A. Screening
of the award-winning movie
GATEKEEPER by John
Carlos Frey.

MARCH 27: One full day of
hearing from Mexican
officials about their sense of
the migration and how to re-
form both US and Mexican
immigration/emigration poli-
cies. Catered Dinner with Q
and A. Screening of the brand
new documentary THE IN-
VISIBLE MEXICANS by
John Carlos Frey.

MARCH 28: One full day in
the desert viewing Humane
Borders' water stations, ob-
serving/removing items from
migrant lay-up areas, US Bor-

About the Conference

PURPOSE: The purpose of
this conferenceisto give par-
ticipants: (1) first hand ex-
perience and knowledge about
the migration phenomenon in
Arizona, (2) perspectives
from Mexicans, (3) abetter
understanding of the actual
migration (4) more informa-
tion about US responses to
migration.

REGISTRATION FEE:
$350 per person, includes
transportation to Altar, ca
tered meals and program ma-
terials. DAY 1 & 2ONLY:
$200.

HOUSING: A block of
lower-cost hotel rooms will
be reserved for under

$100/per night. All hotels
will be listed with price
ranges noted.

AUDIENCE: We invite
policy spokespersons, leaders
of activist groups, denomina-
tional executives, faith-based
nonprofits, journalists, and
othersto attend and learn
more about the migration in
order to keep the migrant and
her/his needs fully in the con-
versation about immigration
reform.

RESOURCES: A number of
maps, reports, articles and
other documents will be avail-
able for purchase.

SPONSORSHIPS: For an
advanced contribution of

der Patrol, the Sasabe Port of
Entry (possibly crossing and
returning), border fencing, etc.
Catered Dinner withQ and A
and the weekly Humane Bor-
ders' volunteer meeting.
Screening of the award-
winning documentary
CROSSING ARIZONA by
Joseph Matthew and Dan
DeVivo.

MARCH 29: One full day
learning more about US re-
sponses to migration including
time with Pima County Medi-
cal Examiner, Humanitarian

Groups, Federal Land Manag-
ers (to be confirmed), plus
academics working on Global
Information System analyses
of the border and migrant
deathsin relation to more cell
phone towers. Attendees din-
ner together (TBA). Screen-
ing of various film clips and
group discussion.

MARCH 30: Presentations of
Humane Borders' unique pro-
posals and round-table discus-
sions.

$500 by February 15, each
sponsor will be entitled to
recognition by the conference
and guaranteed 10 % discount
for ablock of up to five regis-
trations. Sponsors may pur-
chase more than one block.
Plans are being made for local
faith communitiesto hold a
worship service dedicated to
migrant experiences either at
First Christian Church or at
nearby First Methodist
Church.

TO REGISTER: Call Hu-
mane Borders, Inc. at 520-
628-7753 or FAX 520-624-
0890.

Email us at
humaneborders@gai nusa.com

We will send a confirmation
of your reservation plus an
information packet and de-
tailed schedule. Our phones
and email are frequently an-
swered by volunteers. In the
event you do not receive a
timely confirmation, please
contact us again.

Learn more at
humaneborders.org.




Office 520-628-7753

Memorial Service for Migrants

Shot in the Desert

On Thursday, Feb. 8, someone opened fire on a
truck full of migrants on a remote desert road just
outside of the Tohono O’odam reservation in Iron-
wood Forrest National Monument. Two men and a
girl were killed and a Guatemalan woman and a
Mexican man were injured. Much controversy has
arisen about who did the shooting and why.

Humane Borders held a memorial service on
Sunday, Feb 12 for the deceased migrants. Volun-
teers from Humane Borders, No More Deaths, Sa-
maritans, and other humanitarian groups gathered
at First Christian Church at 1pm to carpool to the
shooting site.

As the carpool jolted through the desert, partici-
pants saw how rough and desolate the area is
where the migrants were killed. The shooting site is
a few yards from a dirt road— tire marks veer off to
the side, running through patches of cholla, palo
verde, and agave, smashing them flat. Beside a
deep rut from the tires, there is a foot-square dark
brown stain of dried blood.

Thanks to James and Jeannette Hayden for
\ designing the order form for our promotional
items. This form can be downloaded from
www.humaneborders.org..

The group gathered around the blood stain as
Robin explained that this was where one of the mi-
grants had bled to death. HB volunteer Paula Mich
laid down some flowers and a wooden cross she
had brought, while participants began to sing
“Amazing Grace,” “Let there be Peace on Earth,”
and “We Shall Overcome.”

Robin read a speech he had prepared about the
senseless death of these migrants and what they
mean for the border communities. Volunteers read
Bible verses and wordlessly placed rocks in a me-
morial ring around the bloodstain.

“You could feel the violence,” said one Humane
Borders volunteer, “This service was a very moving
experience for me.”

Prayer offered by Rev. George Tolman:

Holy God, caring God, compassionate Lord
of all; you who know us much better than we
know ourselves; you who have bound us to-
gether with all of your children, for better or for
worse; you, who in the words of the prophet call
us “to do just, love mercy and to walk humbly with
you,” and our brothers and sisters, those whom
we too often forget or ignore, on their trouble-
some journey, seeking a fuller life, speak to us in
these moments of silence.

As we stand on this holy ground in these mo-
ments, release us from our hurried lives and triv-
ial pursuits. Forgive us as too often we live our
affluent lives on the backs of those who flee pov-
erty, seeking basic needs that we take for
granted. Make us mindful of their sacrifice and
labor to provide for our abundance. Remind us
that the death of your son, and the lives of any of
your children is not your will, and whenever there
is suffering and loss you are very present. Grant
us your compassion and the grace to week with
those who weep.

No, O God, renewed by the awareness ofd
your healing power, may we go from this place,
committing ourselves to be instruments of your
justice and makers of your peace, in the name
and spirit of Jesus, the Christ. Amen



