Edge High School Students Pick up Migrant Trash

Fifteen students and two sponsors from Edge High
School picked up migrant trash near Arivaca on Arpil 19
as a special school project. In addition to learning about
migrant camp sites and many personal items, they ob-
served “green water” (above right) that migrants are often
desperate enough to drink. Thanks to the students for
their community service and for the Humane Borders vol-
unteers who worked with them: Jay Young, Ani Gooden-
berger, Cathy Howard, Rosalia Serralde, Doug Avram
and Christopher Calderon.

Next Trash Pick Up Day
Saturday May 12, 2007

Meet at First Christian Church
740 E. Speedway Blvd

Departure time: 7:00am
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Message from Rev. Robin Hoover, Ph,D.

THE STRIVE ACT

Sometimes in public policy creation, throwing every-
thing into the kitchen sink is OK. At least that way every-
one gets something. The problem with the STRIVE act is
that you have to throw in your values, the checkbook, and
the migrants. Just type in “Strive Act” into any internet
search engine and read for days what others are saying
about it. | offer a few of my comments that may hopefully
lead you to read more and may simplify some things for
others.

The Strive Act is really the Immigration Reform and
Control Act of 1986 (IRCA86) on steroids. It's sort of a
“Let’s control the border, legalize people, and punish em-
ployers all over again.” IRCA86 did get some people out
of the deserts. It allowed for legalized people to petition
for their relatives. A lot of foreign born folks came here
through legal means. But, the numbers were so high,
that’s not likely to ever happen again.

The Strive Act is the largest proposal to militarize the
border ever. It sets up a path to citizenship that is longer
than ever. And, it casts a pall of fear over employers.
None of the proposals will get anyone out of the desert.
These proposals “cream” the best migrants from around
the world. They allow in only the best according to skills,
knowledge, and abilities (SKAs) along with English profi-
ciency, etc. Instead, we need to “churn”. That is, bring
folks over for a period of time, let them acquire new SKAs
and go home with money in their pockets to help make
their places in the world better. This bill is xenophobic,
selfish, and detrimental to migrants. Work lines and citi-
zenship lines are already separate in most visa catego-
ries. There’s no reason to not keep them separate in the
new, proposed categories.

One of the problems | have with the Strive Act is that
it is a bunch of new tweaks to old immigration principles
written by immigration attorneys who have little or no ap-
preciation for the social science behind the migration.
That “im” in front of migration almost negates our values
of learning how to share, learning how to be our brother’s
keeper, showing forth to the world that we value our kin
and our neighbors.

Please read up on Strive. We’'ll answer your ques-
tions as best we can. Around the tables at Humane Bor-
ders, we find that we can’t support it. Additionally, we
don't find it to have even a modicum of a chance for pas-
sage.

Several More Years to Go, Folks

Suppose a magic wand were waived tomorrow and all
the things we would like to see in migration policy reforms
passed both houses of Congress and the president signed
it into law. It would take at least two more years of main-
taining the water stations. The law would have to be im-
plemented. Rules written. Migrants educated. Bureauc-
racies built. Trust established. It would be quite some
time before migrants quit coming across the borders and
through our dangerous and delicate deserts.

So, we figure we're in the business of helping and ad-
vocating for
the least of
these
among us
for the time
it takes to
get a good
bill plus two
additional
years.
Keep up the
good work.
We highly
value the
support and
contribu-
tions com-
ing in. We
thank you
every day
when we go
to the mail-
box and
every day
when we
drive into
the deserts.

Photo by Michael Hyatt
Bequest From Wayne Saxon

We don’t know who you are, Wayne, but God bless
you. We started through a pile of mail recently and saw a
return address from an attorney’s office. That caused a
grip in our gut. When we opened it, we found that Wayne
Saxon had died and nhamed Humane Borders to receive
$10,000 when his estate is settled probably late in this
year. We don't know who Wayne is, and we've tried to
research a bit on the internet. If you know, please let us
know. He has maintained homes in Mesa and in lowa.
Cash and In-kind Contributions 2006

We're about to finish the tax return for the 2006 year.
Because of the nonprofit status it's not due until May 15.

Continued on page 2



The IRS doesn’t get in a hurry to collect nothing. But, it
does give us a chance to review some things.

At year's end, we had $183,260 in scheduled,
depreciated assets.

We brought in $217,494 in revenue: 41.5K from
individuals, 25K contract with Pima County, 63K from the
United Methodists, 22.5K in corporate gifts, 19K in various
congregational gifts, 3K grants, 5K United Church of
Christ, 5K Disciples of Christ, and other transactions and
sales.

$6,800 in office expenses, mostly copier.

Total expenditures for staff: $28,000. Our ex-
ecutive director, Sue Goodman, earned approximately
$15,000 for the year. Peace Corps Fellow interns earned
the rest, with 75% that being reimbursed from the U of A
work study program.

Operational Expenses including postage, local
events, bumper stickers, maps, printed materials, etc, etc.
$18,604.

Vehicle Expenses:

Truck 1 $4,718
Truck 3 $10,772
Truck 4 $18,136
Truck 5 $39,345
Truck 6 $43,201
Truck 7 $5,294
Trailer 1 $167
Trailer 2 $224

These numbers are wildly different, because they in-
clude truck notes and equipment purchases. The point is
that we've always been standing ready to account for
every nut and every bolt if the government wants to know.

To summarize: We spent $168,497 on operations,
vehicles, and staff.

Direct costs for the actual stations includes, barrels,
paint, stands, tools, satellite phones, flag poles, walkie-
talkies, liability insurance, etc. In this category, we spent
$19,082. At any given moment, we have $20-25,000
worth of equipment sitting out in the desert. We insure
our operations for $2,000,000.

Our books are open. Complete sets are available on
request. Each of our tax returns is available. Unlike
some other corporations and groups, we have nothing to
hide and everything to be proud of.

We carried over less than $1,400 into January 2007.
That was just an artifact of the calendar, not by design.
It's an indication of just how tight a ship that is adminis-
tered by Tim Holt, our treasurer. Any time he sees a way
to make another truck payment, he gets it in the mail so
we don’t have to pay as much interest over time. Tell him
thanks.

Our projected 2007 budget of approximately
$165,000 breaks down in these categories:

Income Sources

27% Individuals - most are repeat donors from 38
states, Mexico, Canada and England

17% A contract to maintain water stations issued by
Pima County Health Department

26% Denominational disaster relief and gifts from in-
dividual churches or other religious organizations

15% Corporate donations

15% Small grants, fundraising events, non-religious

organizations and miscellaneous
Expenses
26% Office and Administration
40% Vehicle Expenses
17% Water Station Operation
17% Education, promotion, misc.

How do the dollars relate to our mission to save lives
and advocate for immigration reform? Direct expenses
for providing water that saves lives is 57% of our budget.
Another 17% covers educational presentations and pro-
motional support for advocacy. We know how to stretch
every fiber out of a dollar. Volunteers continue to give an
average of 3,000 hours per month. Remember, we get
more political bang for our humanitarian bucks than any
comparable organization.

Because gasoline prices are about the —
same as last year at this time, and no relief in E"

|

sight, we are facing the same uphill battle,
about $100 per day for fuel to carry water to the
desert—that’'s 150 days May 1 to September 30. Please
think about providing at least one day of gasoline for this
summer, or one day per month, or one week, or even half
or a quarter of a day will help. Your gift will support hun-
dreds of volunteers who muster at the crack of dawn and
brave extreme heat to fill water stations. It's a matter of
life and death!

Charitable
Reminders

Many of the groups and organizations that support
us, including congregations, are 501(c)(3) charitable or-
ganizations. You may give through them and designate
the monies to Humane Borders’ mission. You may also
make contributions to our new sister corporation, Immi-
gration Status, Incorporated. ISI will, in turn, contract with
Humane Borders to provide charitable services in the de-
sert. Every penny of your contribution will go directly to
providing goods and services to migrants.

Calling All Drivers

Efforts are underway to get our volunteer drivers lined
up for the summer. Volunteers in the office have been
calling persons who have driven before. You can volun-
teer, learn how to drive a route, or even learn another
route so we can use you as a back up in case of an
emergency. All of you are needed. Don't feel left out if
you haven't had a call. That may be a function of our vol-
unteers and our records. If you want to drive, please give
us a call or come to one of the Wednesday night meet-
ings.

Volunteer Meetings
Wednesday 5:30-6:30 PM
First Christian Church Fellowship Hall
740 E. Speedway Blvd

Truck 1 Bites the Bullet

A bad driver of a small car ran into good old truck one
as she was turning into the north station (Jim Corbett Sta-
tion) at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument.

Grary Brennan was driving the water trip on March 31,
2007, with Linda and John Risseeuw, and Larry Brennan
riding along. Gary reported the following event around
11:20 am.

We had finished our water delivery at the Organ
Pipe South station and were on our way to Organ Pipe
North. When we passed milepost 60, Highway 85, head-
ing north, we slowed to turn-off onto Organ Pipe Na-
tional Park’s road to the north water station site. As |
looked into my rearview mirror | noticed two vehicles
following closely. They appeared to be the size of regu-
lar sized pick-up trucks, or larger.

They noticed my signal and brakes and slowed. |
looked to see if oncoming traffic would be problematic.
There was none in the near distance, so | began my
turn, to the left.

In a quick moment, | heard a big bang to my left.
Linda Risseeuw, who sat behind me, in the back seat of
the truck, called my name. | perceived that the truck
was not turning to the left as | was steering it to do. In-
stead, we crossed the highway, diagonal to the left turn |
intended to make. | slowed the vehicle and rolled for-
ward into a creosote bush atop the berm, on the north
side of the roadway. | looked to my left and realized that
the driver's side window was completely smashed out
and there was a small red vehicle embedded into the left
front door of the truck, below the handle. The door could
not be opened. | must note that the two vehicles behind
me continued down the road. They did not stop.

The vehicle that hit us had passed the other two
vehicles and as he was accelerating to overtake them,
he drove into the left side of our truck cab, my driver side
door.

| placed the vehicle in PARK and immediately shut
down the ignition. | yelled across the vehicle to the other
driver, to inquire whether he was okay. He shook his
head affirmatively. | and my passengers exited out the
right side of the truck, acknowledging to one another that
we were all uninjured, and then, | walked around the
front and checked on the other driver. He then shut off
his ignition and exited his vehicle, out his left side
driver® door.

The other driver and | exchanged driver® license,
registration and car insurance information. We then went
to the side of the highway to flag down a vehicle for help.
Our personal cell phones were not in service in that part
of the park.

The insurance company determined a total loss. The
truck bed, water tank, equipment, etc. is just fine. We've
ordered a new truck, and we will remove the truck 1 bed
and place it on the new truck chassis. For the Phoenix
group of volunteers to continue trips in the west desert,
Truck 4 has been stationed in Ajo. Thanks to all of our
magnificent donors over the past years we have enough
vehicles and equipment to continue our mission uninter-
rupted. The insurance settlement will pay off Truck 4, and
make a good down payment on Truck 8 so that we only
have one truck payment to make each month. Thank you,
Tim Holt, for keeping up with the mountains of paper work!.

In Memory of Truck 1
August 2001

to
March 2007

Christened August

2001 by Dr. Rudy

Byrd, West Cosgrove,

Tim Holt, Robin Hoover

in Gringo Pass parking lot by
the Lukeville Port of Entry.

Filled with water weekly at
Organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument to
service water stations

Traveled over 90,000 miles

Photographed by journalists
from 20-something countries

Fondly named
“H Gordo”

We
salute six
years of
dedicated
service

Water Station Delivered to Aid Station
Green Valley Samaritan, Shura Wallin, volunteers

often at the Mariposa Port of Entry aid station that is re-
sourced by the State Commission for
Attention to Migrants in Sonora, Red
Cross, No More Deaths and Green Val-
ley Samaritans. Volunteers from many
organizations and across the nation have
aided migrants there. Sue Goodman and
Doug Avram delivered a water station to
the site on April 24. 1t will
be filled by local people in

Nogales. Water is greatly needed for wash-

ing wounds and blisters as well as drinking.

In March 2007, the aid station helped ap-

proximately 19,600 migrants.



Caesar Chavez Day - Phoenix

Humane Borders received a call from sponsors of
Caesar Chavez Days inviting us to fill in for a group that
had dropped out. Liana Rowe, Humane Borders coordi-
nator in Phoenix, volunteered to find people to staff a ta-
ble at the event on Saturday and Sunday, March 31 and
April 1. The Phoenix volunteers stepped up to the plate
and did a wonderful job getting the word out about Hu-
mane Borders. Every time we can do one of these ta-
bling events we reach more people who have never heard
of us, but who are eager to support an organization like
ours. Sarah Bollinger, a student from St. Louis in Tucson
for the Conference on the Migrant, and Paula Mich trav-
eled to Phoenix to promote Humane Borders on April 1.

Simultaneous Translation Equipment

Humane Borders purchased refurbished simultane-
ous translation equipment for the Conference on the Mi-
grant. And, what a help it was, and what a great group of
translators we had: Ani Goodenberger, Rosalia Serralde,
Raymond Daukei, and Sarah Bollinger. Hope | didn’t
leave anyone out. What we budgeted for translation was
sufficient to purchase the equipment. So, now, a transla-
tor can walk around with a headset and a small pack on
the belt while those needing translation can listen on a
small transistor radio and ear plug. Totally portable. For
English and Spanish meetings, we're ready. First Chris-
tian Church will have access to our equipment to trans-
late worship services if the need presents itself, or even
for hearing impaired.

Cochise County Inspections
Our stations in Cochise County need to be in-

spected every day to comply with permits. If you're
interested in helping out with inspections, we’ll give you a
bung wrench, spare flags, and tools so you can help with
station maintenance along Border Road. Some of the
folks who have helped in the past will be spending most
of their hours volunteering on the other side of the line
with water stations over there. Call 520-628-7753.

Jay Young Graduates
On May 12, Jay Young will

graduate from the University of Ari-

zona with a master’s degree in Ur-

ban Planning. Jay has completed

his two-year program while working

with Humane Borders approximately

20 hours per week through the

Peace Corps Fellows program that paid 75% of his com-
pensation. His masters project in-
cludes a survey of land owners and
manangers’ responses to a proposal
for placing cell phone towers in the
desert to aid migrants in need of res-
cue as well as for expanding the infra-
structure of the cell phone system for
all who travel in the areas, including

Border Patrol and outdoor enthusiasts. Jay has enjoyed

taking care of the water trucks and water station equip-

ment. In the top picture, he is training drivers to lower the

spare tire from under the truck bed. On the left, he is

painting water station barrels to prevent algae growth.

The lower right picture shows Jay filling the Matt Moore

Water Station in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument.

May 9 will be Jay's last appearance at a Wednesday vol-

unteer meeting,

and we will take

him out for dinner

afterward. THANK

YOU JAY!I! For

two years of dedi-

cated effort to wa-

ter station service

and saving lives.

Deployment Days!

There are several stations that we have permits to oper-
ate only during the summer months. That means we
have to set up those stations in time to start servicing
them May 1st. The current plan is to set up the stations
at Ironwood Forest National Monument and Border Road
on Sunday April 29, and Ajo Block on May 1. Anyone
who can come and help us set up those stations would
be more than welcome. Call our office and let us know
you'll be there. As soon as those stations are up, we
have to start inspecting and/or servicing them every sin-
gle day from May 1 through September 30. We would
love to put you on the calendar to help out. Give us a
calll! We need you!

Deployment team for Irorwood Forest NV, 4-28-07:
L-R Michael Hyatt, Paula Mich, Lori Bryant, Doug Avram, Mark Thornburg, Tim Holt

Sunday, June 10,
2007

5:30 PM to 7:30 PM
First Christian Church Courtyard

Humane Borders 7th Anniversary

Texas-Style hamburger cookout
Y’all come!

Chef
Rev. Robin Hoover, famous for his hamburgers

Menu
Hamburgers, veggie burgers, fixings, ranch style beans,
potato salad, assortment of deserts

Attire
Casual - cowboy boots optional

Elizabeth checking water station, staffing table at Ajo Shindig Audrey speaking of Mexico trip and merching for migrants

BIG THANKS TO Sister Audrey Loher and Sister Elizabeth Ohmann
With Gratitude to the Order of Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls

Audrey and Elizabeth have given their time, energy, talents and compassion to
Humane Borders. Elizabeth  for seven years and Audrey for two. They bring a
calm spirit to our mission, yet keep the energy flowing with the variety of
tasks they accomplish. Please join us during our volunteer’s meeting on Wed.,
June 6, to honor them. Bring sandwiches or a salad to share. Beverages and
desert will be provided. A personally written note of thanks will be in order, or you
can grab the microphone and speak directly to them.

They even wrestle with migrant trash!

Hizabeth searches for migrants

Desert memorial

Audrey praying at migrant memorial  Elizabeth speaking in Mexicali Audrey helping fill a water station Hizabeth comforts a migrant



By Ani Goodenberger

Monday 54 confer-
ees and lots of HB staff
piled into 15-passenger
vans and headed for Al-
tar, Mexico. We jolted
down the extremely
rough dirt road leading to
Altar—but couldn’t com-
plain too much—as we
were continually passed
by rotted-out vans carrying 40 migrants, windows wide
open to the dust and ancient shocks bottoming out on
every bump. In Altar we met Father Presciliano Pereza
Garcia, from the Parroquia De Nuestra Senora De Gua-
dalupe, who took us to a guest house where hundreds of
people crowded in bunkbed-filled rooms waiting for their
turn to head north for the border. We ate a boxed lunch
in the migrant shelter run by the Parish and made a short
tour of the facility. After lunch we headed for the square
to talk to migrants. Many people were moved by a family
with three small boys who were throwing a football and
seemed to be oblivious of the long journey that awaited
them. We drove back to First Christian Church for a din-
ner catered by Flat tire on Hay 286
Maya Quetzal, and
some participants
stayed to watch
the movie De Na-
die. It was a very
emotional, full day.

Tuesday was

“Mexico’s Story”. Dignitaries came to tell us about how
migration effects people on the Mexican side of the bor-
der. We listened to Juan Manual Calderon and his staff
from the Mexican Consulate in Tucson. They described
their work with migrants and described what they do
when they receive a phone call from the Border Patrol
about an unaccompanied minor or a body that has been

Lunch at the Parish in Altar

Photos by Michael Hyatt

found in the desert.
Francisco Romero, a
reporter from Tele-
mundo

. Par-
ticipants walked to University Avenue for lunch of their
choice at one of the many restaurants and met back at
First Christian Church to hear Arg. Enrique Florez Lopez
talk about how the Department of Attention to Migrants in
Sonora deals with migration. Jorge Otero

. Oscar Padilla, the Guate-

malan Consul, gave a

very moving talk about

the effects migration

has on Guatemalans

and the whole country

of Guatemala. His

eyes welled with tears

as he spoke of the needs that push people to make the
difficult decision to travel to the US. John Panther, repre-
sentative from the National Commission for Human Rights
in Mexico City, presented information concerning human
rights in Mexico. Francisco Loureio described the free
migrant shelter he runs in Mexico and about his faith that
God will continue to provide everything they need, re-
marking that they get so little help from the Mexican gov-
ernment. For dinner we had a delicious cookout in the
church courtyard. Robin put on his apron and grilled
hamburgers, while volunteers served Jean Bronson’s
homemade coleslaw, fresh fruit, and desserts made by
FCC and HB members. The night ended with a screening
of The Invisible Mexicans of Deer Canyon and discussion
led by the film’'s producer, John Carlos Frey.

Wed nesday we split up into two groups and went to
service water stations. One group went to Colman Road/
Three Points. As they were putting water in one of the
tanks, someone noticed a few backpacks under a tree.
They went over to check it out and found a whole migrant
camp with some very interesting items. They had an im-
promptu trash pick up to clean the area and then headed
over to Ed Keeylocko’s Cowtown. The other group went
to Brawley wash and Buenos Aires. Their trip was not
quite as eventful, but they did see a lot of Border Patrol
presence (including a helicopter) and got to listen to
Robin in the van. The two groups met at the Buenos Ai-
res National Wildlife Refuge for a boxed lunch and then

drove the windy Altar Road to Nogales. We crossed at
the walk gate, visited CEAM, and looked at the wall be-
tween Nogales, Sonora and Nogales, Arizona. We raced
back to Tucson to try to return the vans by 5pm and
squeaked in just in time. As the conferees carpooled
back to FCC, Robin and Alex Mich argued with the van
rental people about whether we had to pay a fine for
muddying up the van in our backroad adventures. Dinner
from El Molinito was waiting for us and we enjoyed tacos,
chilaquilas, chimichangas, beans and rice as we patrtici-
pated in the weekly HB meeting. After dinner we
watched Mojados: Through the Night.

Thursday was “the US Story” and we listened to
speeches by people on the US side of the migration is-
sue. Bruce Anderson from the Medical Examiner’s office
led things off with his descriptions of what happens when
a body is found in the desert. He had lots of slides.
Then David Garcia talked about the Tohono O’odham
response to migration. He told us about the Border Pa-
trol and the border wall are affecting the nation and la-
mented that neither the Mexican nor US governments
have been very consistent in consulting the nation about
border issues. Enrique Serna .
Lunch was meat, cheese, and fruit trays in the fellowship
hall. People were getting kind of tired, but conversation
was good over the meal. After lunch, Robin talked about
his cell phone tower proposals and Consul Jose Joaquin
Chacon of El Salvador told about the history of migration
from El Salvador and how El Salvadorian migrants have
contributed to the US society. Sarah Roberts told us
about the Samaritans role providing medical attention to
migrants suffering from blisters and heat-related illness.
Jennifer Allen gave a very inspiring talk about Border Ac-
tion Network and what effect legislation about migration
has on border communities. finished things
up by telling us a little about what the Border Patrol does.
Dinner was from Boston Market and Mike Wilson came
and led us in a screening of Crossing Arizona and dis-
cussion.

Friday we met in the fellowship hall for a breakfast
buffet and Robin shared his ideas for how to improve
migration legislation.

Robin Concludes success by boasting
participants from Canada, Mexico, New York, Minnesota,
lowa, San Francisco, Indiana, Los Angeles, New Mexico,
Utah, Texas, Missouri, Arizona, etc. Three states in
Mexico were represented: Hidalgo, Sinaloa, and Sonora

plus Mexico City. We had Consuls from Mexico, Guate-
mala, and El Salvador. Magnifico! The group included
professors, clergy, lobbyists, students, and individuals.

Few words can capture the experience of having 60
people in the square in Altar. The presentations from the
various Mexican organizations pointed to the complexities
and the deep-seated emational ties to this migration in
addition to the breadth of the tragedies associated with it.
Our trip to the desert and to Nogales had people saying,
“I never knew. | had no idea.” The presentations from
the US perspective gave copious raw data and impres-
sions to participants. The documentaries each evening,
and the presence of John Carlos Frey and Mike-Crossing
Arizona-Wilson gave new depths to the total experience.
No one said they could have taken away more from this
intense week. Already, three of the participants have be-
gun tentative arrangements when they can schedule a
spokesperson from Humane Borders to make the rounds
where they live to share our proposals.

What a great conference! Plus, what outstanding
presenters! We extend our heartfelt appreciation for all
the wondrous volunteer efforts that went into the confer-
ence, the gracious presenters, the many supporters who
made this all possible.

Again, thanks to everyone. We are very happy to
report that the conference paid for itself and covered the
cost for a set of simultaneous translation equipment to
accommodate 40 people. The success of the conference
was possible only because of dedicated volunteers who
gave generously of their time and energy for the planning
and coordination of the conference, and long hours of
attending to details during the week of the conference.

Special thanks to Ani Goodenberger for the major
share of planning and organizing! And other tire-
less helping hands... Rosalia, Allison, Hal, Sarah,
Sara, Elizabeth, Audrey, Jas, Jeannette, Jean, Grace,
Lori, Mark, Mark, Mark, Claudia, Paula, Alex, Robin,
Robin, Camilla, Maria, Jim, Peg, Michael, Mike, Paul,
Tim, Sue

Guatemalan
Consul
Oscar
Padilla

Rafael Arista
From Hidalgo



