Our most recent trash pick up was north of Arivaca Road
near Keystone Peak. We found an unbelievable amount
of trash! There are a system of washes and trails running
through the mountains from the Baboquivari trail in the
southwest to Tucson in the northeast. As people cut
through the mountains, they leave behind things they
can’t carry any farther or things that won't fit in the vehicle
that comes to pick them up. We found thousands of
backpacks, articles of clothing, water bottles, and per-
sonal items. In 3 hours we collected an overflowing
pickup-load of trash—but we only managed to clean up
one of the many trails. We plan on concentrating on this
area for the next few pick up days and maybe organizing
a multi-organization trash day in the fall. It is a beautiful
stretch of country and it's quite meaningful to see how we
are helping to bring it back to its natural state.

Next Trash Pick Up Day
Saturday August 11, 2007

Meet at First Christian Church
740 E. Speedway Blvd

Departure time: 7:00am
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Message from Rev. Robin Hoover, Ph.D.

Four More Years

As noted in the last issue of the Desert Fountain, even
if a magic wand is waved, and we get everything resolved
in a perfect immigration reform bill, it will still take a cou-
ple of years to write rules, implement new laws and pro-
cedures, etc. With nothing coming out of the Senate to
go to the House for a compromise bill, we're very unlikely
to see anything out of our Congress for at least two more
years, maybe longer. Therefore, we can say with some
confidence and some consternation that we’re in for at
least four more years of work.

Even with that vision, | personally looked with no favor
on the proposals offered in the US Senate. My com-
ments made over and over to the media were that the
Senate proposals were the wrong sets of concepts pro-
posed to be implemented in the wrong order, and that
nothing in the Senate bill would remove migrants from the
desert. | can’t imagine what the people in Washington,
D.C. think about the border. | honestly don't.

Here’s the bottom line. The United States wants sev-
eral things simultaneously: increased national security, a
large labor pool, human rights, and less noise from the
communities on the border. The answer to all of that is
that we have to answer the questions posed by the mi-
grants in the desert to get what we want. We can'’t have
national security without removing the migrants from the
desert. We can only move the migrants out of the desert
by political means, not by law enforcement. We can't
have a good, organized labor pool that answers the con-
ditions imposed by globalization without having countries
work together in a plan that restores circularity, achieves
visa compliance, and allows for portability and flexibility
for the migrants. We can’t have human rights until the
migration is organized and supervised. We can'’t have
less noise on the border unless the migrants go back to
the ports of entry, use public transportation, shop at Wal-
Mart, and carry ID cards.

So, we stay on message: The mass exodus needs
massive hospitality.

Operations and Such

What an amazing year already. Groups from Austra-
lia, Colorado, Oregon, Missouri, beyond. We're putting
out water at a phenomenal pace. We've picked up more
trash than you'd ever want to see. We've had all manner
of events. A young man from the Netherlands is staying
in the guest room. Documentary filmmakers, United
Methodist health kits and blankets, donations hauled into
Mexico. Truck One was crunched, totaled, fixed, bought
back, and the dollars put back into the kitty.

We're looking at probably receiving another renewed

contract with Pima County Government for $25,000.
We're looking toward receiving a $10,000 from the estate
of Wayne Saxon. The county money should enable us to
pay off the last remaining truck note. The estate check
should enable us to purchase a new copy machine and do
some more office upgrades.

Crossing our fingers here in the middle of the summer,
we are looking toward the end of the fiscal year, Septem-
ber 30, and thinking, we're going to make it so long as the
Mississippi River of Five Dollar Bills and $100 Checks
continues. And, every dollar is needed.

Mark Thornburgh is being paid some dollars to help
keep caught up with truck and equipment maintenance.
Ani Goodenberger is barely employed, that is, below the
Tucson living wage level, but we have secured her ser-
vices for 40 hours a week. Trips, trucks, trash, and super
presentations to visiting groups have kept her very, very
busy this season.

All this is to say that we're translating your dollars into
an incredible organization for good. We can already
dream more for next year.

Exciting Research Opportunity

Humane Borders is beginning some work with several
research interests at the University of Arizona, within our
organization, with some of our volunteers who are gradu-
ate students, with two different Mexican government or-
ganizations, and with various others to develop a serious
social scientific survey research design to find out how the
migrants are really doing. How hungry are they? How
thirsty are they? What's their health condition? Are there
abuses, etc., etc. This may take months to accomplish,
but with the help of lots of Spanish speaking survey ad-
ministrators, we think we’ll have a unique, irrefutable
statement about the condition of the migrants that will end
up on the front page of many newspapers. Each of us can
point to horror stories of migrants on the border, but this
will be a model that interviews the healthy as well as the
ill, women and men, young and old, those with presenting
complaints concerning this or that and those with no com-
plaints other than they were caught. This is a big project,
so if you want to help or if you have ideas, please email
them directly to Robin at rhoover@gainusa.com. This
survey is designed to identify things that can be changed
through the use of local administrative discretion and per-
haps through the co-production of public policy to make
the lives of the migrants better.

Mapping Data

The Freedom of Information Requests would have
eventually caught up with the data, but fortunately, the
arrival of the new sector chief, Robert Gilbert, has enabled
the local USBP administration to share the death locations
of recovered bodies of migrants with us in a timely fash-

Continued on page 2




ion. Many of you have already seen the updated map as
of late May of '07. Several observations can be made
prior to complete analysis of the data. First of all, there
are still lots and lots of deaths. They generally follow the
same patterns established in earlier years. Secondly,
several noticeable things must be pointed out. Draw a
line from west of Humane Borders’ County Station at mile
post 12 along Highway 286 to the Coleman Road area
along Highway 86, and you’ll notice a lot of new death
locations. A large cluster of deaths is forming near the
bottom end of the Canoa Ranch area near Amado.
Deaths on the Tohono O’odham Reservation are spread-
ing out to the west. A quick computer measurement has
confirmed what we have known for some time, namely
that the current enforcement practices and the reactions
of the migrants and their guides has had the effect of
moving the death locations farther and farther away from
roads, washes, and traditional aids to desert navigation
such as utility high lines. We do not yet have the data
standardized, nor can we say how much farther in terms
of yards or miles, but the trends of graphing the data from
each of eight years shows an undeniable effect: The
United States Border Patrol practices result in migrants
first moving away from urban areas, second away from
roads, and third into more and more difficult terrain. The
result of that movement means that the migrants have to
travel longer, more circuitous routes and be exposed to
the elements for a longer period of time. That means
more deaths.

It may be the fall before we can compile all of the
Medical Examiner data, and standardize all of the data
analysis we want to do, but one thing is clear: the mi-
grants are generally suffering more each year. We need
to re-direct some of our efforts to add more water stations
in areas where there is new activity. The number of mi-
grant deaths on Arizona State Trust Lands is increasing.
Things have to change. We have more work to do.

Request to Find Bodies

We've had far more requests this year to help families
find relatives in the desert. Absent specific information,
we are resigned to making referrals to the respective con-
sulates and to the Medical Examiner. Unfortunately,
there is little else we can do. However, one migrant
woman, Prudencia Martin Gomez age 18 from Guate-
mala, was left in the desert after becoming quite ill around
June 11, one mile south of the Trico water station in Iron-
wood Forest National Monument. She was traveling to
surprise her husband who was working in Oakland.

Our information is that she had an unusually heavy
menstrual flow, and that she was suffering from the heat.
She was left with some water and electrolytes. Her group
who came out of the desert noted where she was relative
to a utility pole. Sarah Roberts, volunteer for Samaritans,
had spoken by phone with the husband who provided the
location. She invited Humane Borders to join the search
on Friday, July 6. | along with Sterling Vinson, Sue
Goodman, Sarah Roberts, Cas Van Kleef (visiting from
The Netherlands), Paula Mich, Jim Walsh, and David
Yirky drove to the designated area. Dan Gilb volunteered
to assist the search in his light aircraft. | drove to the site
ahead of the group to look over the lay of the land and
determine a strategy for searching. We spread out in an

east-west line across a wash
and began to walk south.
Within a few minutes, | found
the body, badly decomposed,
ravaged by animals and birds.
Sarah immediately called Pru-
dencia’s husband in Oakland
and reported relief in his voice.

| immediately called the Sheriff.

Within two hours, the Sheriff’'s
deputy and the Medical
Examiner’s van both
had arrived.

All of us who
searched were pleased
to have found the re-
mains because we
were able to reunite
the husband and the
woman'’s family in a
way that is very mean-
ingful for closure.
Dreams Across America
Michael Hyatt and Mike Wilson were able to join a

group from Los Angeles and ride a train to Washington,
D.C. as the US Senate was in debate about immigration
reform. The program was called Dreams Across Amer-
ica. The train made several stops, and the persons on
the trains originating from various points around the US
were able to make press statements about the need for
immigration reform. In DC, the group was able to meet
with legislators, speak to media, march together some
10,000 strong, and do some sight-seeing. Michael Hyat
brought back some great photos of the event.
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Visiting Groups

Students from Plymouth McAlester United Church of
Christ in Fort Collins, Colorado, helped change barrels at
the Brawley Wash water station where vandalism had
occurred along with four other stations over the May 24-
25 weekend. Landscape architecture students from Aus-
tralia serviced water stations, cleaned trucks and painted
barrels and the ramada ceiling. Other volunteers have
come from Columbia (MO), Seattle (WA), Hood River
(OR), West Chester (OH), Boulder (CO) and as far away
as The Netherlands and England.

migrant artifacts: magic and

loss in the sonoran desert
By Michael Hyatt

A collection of Michael’s photos bears witness to one of
the world’s most dangerous journey’s: the migratory pas-
sage of thousands of undocumented workers north across
the Arizona-Sonora border. Michael Hyatt's unsettling
perspective frames the perilous trek through images of
things left behind—artifacts of a journey that has become
one of the most controversial issues in today’s national
and international political debate. In stark black-and-white
photos, a child’s sun-bleached dress, an American Eagle
backpack lying on the parched earth, and abandoned reli-
gious icon tell the poignant story of the people who trav-
eled the often fatal trip. The faces are unseen, yet these
unforgettable images show us a vibrant humanity in the
discarded remnants of desperate lives, even as we con-
front the brooding mystery of fates unknown.

Available from Humane Borders  $25 plus $3 shipping
520-628-7753 or email us humaneborders@gainusa.com
Proceeds benefit Humane Borders

Rosalia Serralde is an international relations student from
El Instituto Tecndlogico Autonomo in Mexico. As part of

her community service cred-
its for school, she donated
hundreds of hours to Hu-
mane Borders this spring.
She went on water runs,
filed, translated, made phone
calls, and above all, acted as
a fantastic cultural interpreter
between HB and our Mexi-
can counterparts. We will
miss her very much and
know she will be a marvel-
ous asset to whatever com-
pany has the good fortune of
hiring her . Best wishes!

New DVD
Documentary

For over twenty
years a migrant
chapel remained in-
visible to the wealthy
residents of a San
Diego, CA neighbor-
hood. Every Sunday
parish volunteers pro-
vided humanitarian
assistance and held a
church service for
over one hundred im-
poverished agricul-
tural, construction and service industry workers from Mex-
ico. Local neighbors, along with the San Diego Minute-
men and a talk-radio host clashed with the mostly un-
documented immigrant congregation. The ensuing con-
flict forced the migrants and volunteers out of their sacred
space and ultimately caused the demolition of their place
of worship. Award winning filmmaker John Carlos Frey
captures the enduring story of faith and perseverance
pitted against fear and the heated immigration debate.
Order from Humane Borders or www.invisiblechapel.com

Award for
Franciscan Sisters
Audrey Loher and
Elizabeth Ohmann

A crowd of over 50 people gathered
to honor Audrey Loher and Elizabeth
Ohmann. In celebration of Audrey’s
60th year Jubilee, a gold set of rosary
beads were given to her. For both
sisters who have served many years
in Humane Borders ministry, a
certificate and gifts were given. In
response to the evening, Audrey lead the
group in a Sufi blessing. We are very grateful for their
continued presence.

Working with BorderLinks
On aregular
Ani Goodenberger basis,
speaks t_O groups who
BorderLinks group L.
participate
in Border-
Links educa-
tional trips
stop by our
office to see
the Humane
Borders powerpoint presentation, exhibited photos and
maps, and ask questions. Ani Goodenberger is usually
the one who presents information to the groups.



