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     Volunteers hiked into Arivaca Creek near mile 
marker 5 on the Arivaca Road just east of Highway 
286.  Thanks to Lois Martin, Maria Ochoa, Hal and 
Becky Cowart, George Tolman, Pam Webb, 
Adrianne Webb, Parker Webb, Kent Brodie, Mayela 
Brodie, and Gene Buell.  Fourteen large bags of 
trash were collected and transported to the solid 
waste station in Arivaca.  
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Dedicated  
Drivers 

We are blessed 
with dedicated 
volunteers who 
drive the water 
trucks to service 
stations.  One 
driver starts at 
4:00am!  
     Of special note are people who drive the Iron-
wood Forest National Monument water station 
route one day each week from May 1 to September 
30.  Gary Wolfe, a member of Immanuel Presbyte-
rian Church, drives every Tuesday.  Rick Wilmsen 
drives on Wednesdays.  Several volunteers from St. 
Pius X Parish coordinated by Paula Mich drive on 
Thursdays.  Drivers coordinated by Bob Hutchinson 
from St. Cyril’s Parish drive on Fridays.  Doug Ru-
opp has driven most of the Mondays this summer.  
Tony Spears and Pam Gordon make the trip one 

Continued on page 2 

Message from Rev. Robin Hoover… 
     On real short notice, Humane Borders volunteers 
hosted a delegation of five members of Mexico’s Na-
tional Commission on Human Rights at a back yard 
cook-out at our home.  From that meeting it was 
learned that the Commission is going to start a cam-
paign to provide migrants with a toll-free number so 
that they can report dead bodies they discover in the 
desert.  Unfortunately, this is how many of the bod-
ies are discovered.  The hope is that more bodies 
will be reported and that reporting will be timely so 
that more bodies can be identified by the medical 
examiner.  We have agreed to post the number on 
our water stations and our vehicles.   
     October 10-11 the Commission scheduled a 2-
day meeting designed to inform Mexican Senators 
and Legislators about border issues and immigration 
reform issues.  I have been invited to address this 
gathering in Mexico City. Expenses for me, Mark 
Townley and one other Humane Borders represen-
tative will be paid by the Commission.   John Carlos 
Frey has been invited to screen his new documen-
tary, Invisible Mexicans, at the conclusion of the 
briefings.   Guests are welcome.  Call for info.  
     Humane Borders is planning an event, the 2007 
International Migrant Conference to be held in First 
Christian Church (or other venue if attendance be-
comes too large).  We are inviting church leaders 
from around the nation, Hispanic groups, activist 
groups, labor representatives, and more.  The pur-
pose of the conference is to give these people a 
greater sense of what is happening to the migrants 
on the border.  We hope to attract the folks who ap-
pear on talk shows, NPR, and other opinion-shaping 
media outlets.  Day one will be a trip to Altar, 
Sonora, Mexico, where participants will visit with mi-
grants, see the parish, the shelters, the guest 

houses, etc.  Day two will be committed to listening 
to Mexican officials explain the migration phenome-
non from their perspective—a rare experience be-
cause few US organizations will give them audience.  
Day three will be an experiential visit to water sta-
tions, hands on opportunities to pick up items left in 
the desert by migrants, visits to ports of entry and 
observations of Border Patrol strategies.  Day four 
holds forums on US reactions to the migration.  Dis-
cussions will include local responses from land own-
ers and managers, State of Arizona, Pima County, 
City of Tucson, activist and humanitarian groups, 
and current proposed federal legislation.  Three eve-
nings of the conference will be filled with feature 
length films.  John Carlos Frey will be present to 
screen films and answer questions about (1) Gate-
keeper and (2) Invisible Mexicans.  Another evening 
will feature Crossing Arizona, with Mike Wilson avail-
able for questions following the screening.  Crossing 
Arizona has received numerous awards including 
best documentary at the Sundance Film Festival in 
January.   Registration fee for the conference has 
not been determined, but the entire conference, 
lunches/dinners, transportation to activities, materi-
als, etc. will be in the $300-$350 range.  Lodging will 
be at the expense of each participant.  

Drivers from St. Pius X Parish receive tire 
changing instruction from Robin and Jay  
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Sunday per month.  Tim Holt, a member of First 
Christian Church, drives two Saturdays each month. 
Mark Townley drives two Saturdays per month.   
     The Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge 
route is serviced by volunteers from St. Mark’s Pres-
byterian Church every third Saturday for three years.  
Charles Ambrose has coordinated these volunteers.  
     The stations located on Bureau of Land Manage-
ment property on Border Road between Douglas 
and Naco is serviced by Lois Martin every week. 
      We are especially grateful to volunteers in Phoe-
nix who service water stations in Organ Pipe Cac-
tus National Monument all year plus the Bureau of 
Land Management stations in Ajo Block during the 
summer months.  Rev. Liana Rowe coordinates the 
group.  Churches in the Phoenix area providing driv-
ers include: Shadow Rock United Church of Christ, 
Community Christian Church, University Presbyte-
rian, Desert Palm United Church of Christ, Pinnacle 
Presbyterian, Creighton Christian Church.  
     Water stations near I-19 corridor/Arivaca are 
serviced by volunteers from Good Shepherd United 
Church of Christ, coordinated by Rev. Randy Mayer.   
     Other drivers who currently make trips to service 
stations when needed include Alison Beringer, Gene 
Buell, Steve Critcher, Stan Curd, Jim DeConcini, 
Dave Des Champs, Bob Ellis, Andy Flach, Paul 
Fuschini, Sue Goodman, Sean Hammond, Robin 
Hoover, Michael Hyatt, Jody Ipsen, Cat Loa, Felipe 

Lundin, Kristin Roth, Gil 
Sabbatini, Marissa (Rice) 
Trevino, Sterling Vinson, 
Jay Young.   
 
Hoover Keynote at U of 

Arizona  
     Rev. Robin Hoover, founder and spokesperson 
for Humane Borders, gave a keynote  speech during 
the Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public 
Health MPH Internship Conference on August 18.  
Hoover spoke before a standing-room only crowd in 
Drachman Hall.  He spoke about the path to becom-
ing a social activist, encouraging listeners to take 
textual narratives and use them to critique what is 
going on around them.   He emphasized Matthew 
25, indicating that nations are judged by whether or 
not they provide food, water, clothes, welcome, 
health care and companionship for prisoners.   The 
story of the Samaritan was used to define who is our 
neighbor.  Jesus told that story of the people in their 
society who were supposed to be good guys, but 
weren’t, and the Samaritan who was looked down 
upon who turned out to be the good guy.  It was 
pointed out that even our own Constitution provides 
for general welfare.  Through the legal-political ma-
chinery of our nation state, many rights have been 

secured and expanded, but only by those who in-
sisted on them.  Many rights have been taken away 
as we witness today.  
    To accomplish social change, Hoover says first 
the issue must become salient.  The migration issue 
didn’t become salient until it became a political ques-
tion of national security.  Politics is a game of nam-
ing, framing and blaming.  Migrants’ presence is 
framed as a threat to our existence, and policies, 
policy makers and parties are being blamed for the 
conditions.  Secondly, within a salient issue, one 
must understand efficacy, what it takes in order for 
change to happen, whatever it is:  taking mercury 
out of electrical components to prevent water con-
tamination, achieving equitable third party reim-
bursement systems or hopefully, a single payer sys-
tem some day.  Whatever it is, a person has to have 
the staying power to be in that issue for the long haul 
or have the assurance that the things one is doing 
will bring about change.  
     Then one can study things like epidemiology, and 
assess strengths, weaknesses and opportunities for 
improving health in communities.  What’s needed for 
social justice is to come to a rational decision as to 
the way things should be, a way that is ethical, legal, 
moral.  You build a basis for making judgments that 
get you from IS to OUGHT.  Everything that gets 
done still has to be in the realm of possible.  It is still 
paid for somehow. But the vision is different.   
     In conclusion, Hoover said, “We held our arms up 
and said death and dying in the desert is wrong.  We 
made some noise.  We persuaded some administra-
tors that what was happening was wrong.  We tried 
to make the issue as salient as possible, and we fig-
ured out ways that we could contract with them to 
become efficacious.” 
 
Update for APSA 
     In a recent meeting, the Asylum Program of 
Southern Arizona officially changed its name to Im-
migration Status, Incorporated (ISI).  Rev. Robin 
Hoover continues as the President of the organiza-
tion, which is actually just a piece of paper.  The mis-
sion of ISI is to improve immigration status and well 
being of migrating people.  This will involve providing 
goods and services or contracting for goods and ser-
vices.  No matter what legislation is eventually 
passed to reform immigration processes, people will 
need assistance making their way through the sys-
tem.  ISI has established a structure, will wait for the 
needs to arise, and will provide assistance when the 
time comes.  As a 501 (c)3 organization, it is posi-
tioned to receive charitable funds.  Stay tuned for 
further developments. 
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Volunteers from Chapel Hill  
     Pamela Webb and her two children, Adrianne 
and Parker, gave a week of their time to Humane 
Borders in August.  They serviced water stations, 
washed trucks, prepared crosses for the annual 
March for Migrants and watched several documen-
taries to learn more about border issues.  They also 
climbed the hill just east of the Sasabe Port of Entry 
to see the international boundary marker.  They are 
members of the Presbyterian Church of Reconcilia-
tion in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, where members 
prepared and sent health kits and food packs for 
migrants.  Parker’s quest to find a scorpion in the 
desert was unsuccessful! 
 
Monsoon Season Relief  
     Monsoon season with its afternoon showers has 
made it impossible to drive the trucks on some 
roads in Ironwood Forest National Monument in the 
past few weeks.  Not only is this a relief from the 
intense heat, it is a little relief from trips to the gas 
pump.  On September 30, the stations permitted by 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will be disas-
sembled and brought in for storage.  As we write, 
there are still 35 days of fueling our trucks at $100 
per day.  Many of our readers have responded this 
summer with gifts to sponsor one day of gasoline, 
and we are very grateful.  We are in need of gas 
money for another month.  Thanks for helping us 
keep the trucks rolling and water in the stations.  

Pima County Emergency Response Planning 
     Tim Holt, representing Humane Borders and Robin 
Hoover, representing First Christian Church (FCC),  
participated in Pima County’s emergency response 
meeting in August.  County officials were particularly 
interested in how faith-based communities could par-
ticipate in emergency situations.  With four trucks 
equipped to transport and pump water, Humane Bor-
ders may be asked to respond when water is needed.  
The chief of the fire department was particularly inter-
ested to know that our trucks could be helpful with 
wild fires in certain circumstances.  We could also 
provide water to large groups of emergency respond-
ers or evacuated people.  Decontamination showers 
could be set up with our trucks.  FCC could offer 
space in their Fellowship Hall, cots for sleeping and 
facilities for cooking and showers.  Our volunteers will 
certainly provide assistance when called to do so.   

Adrianne 
Webb 

Parker Webb 

In Remembrance of Them 
     On Sunday, October 1, Humane Borders invites 
you to the 6th Annual Memorial and March for Mi-
grants at 2:00pm in First Christian Church (FCC).   
     When we look back to the year Humane Borders 
was organized, 2000, there were 44 reported  
migrant deaths in the Tucson Sector. We thought 
that was outrageous!  Each subsequent year that 
number rose to 78, 163, 190, 221, 279.  This year 
has been on the same track as the previous year.  
However, above average rainfall and temperatures 
below triple digits for part of July and August may 
have a positive effect on the death numbers.   
     Please join us in the FCC sanctuary for memorial 
service.  There will be reflections on the past season 
of death, prayers offered, a reading of the list of 
names of deceased migrants and gratitude ex-
pressed for volunteers who help save lives.  Around 
3:00pm, participants will march with memorial 
crosses a few blocks from the church to De Anza 
Park (corner of Speedway and Stone).  The event 
will conclude with a short prayer service in the north-
west corner of the park.  Participants may carpool or 
preposition a vehicle at the park.  For information call 
the Humane Borders office 628-7753. 

You can sell fear— 
but you must teach love. 
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