Desert Clean Up Schedule

Trips depart from First Christian Church
740 E Speedway Blvd
Corner of Speedway and Euclid

Sat. Sept 8 7:00am Lobo Peak area west of

Green Valley

Sat. Sept 29 6:00 am Organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument
Plan to arrive at park
headquarters 9:00am.

Invitation from
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument

Lee Baiza, the new Superintendent of Organ Pipe
Cactus National Monument (OPCNM), has scheduled
Saturday, September 29 as a day to renew some areas
of the park where hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of
migrants have camped or walked through pristine desert
landscapes. Evidence of the passage is found in dis-
carded backpacks, clothing, food wrappers, empty water
jugs, and personal items such as photos, used plane tick-
ets, cell phones, jewelry, toys, Bibles, love letters, tooth
brushes, soccer cards, wallets, and much more.

Baiza invited Humane Borders (HB) to participate
and to recruit and assemble volunteers at park headquar-
ters on the 29th at 9:00am. We plan to leave First Chris-
tian Church at 6:00am, drive to park headquarters arriv-
ing around 9:00am, work for three or four hours and re-
turn to Tucson around 4:00 to 5:00 pm. Two HB trucks
will make the trip. Some volunteers will need to follow
along in their own vehicles. Everyone is encouraged to
bring their own snacks and lunches. HB will provide
gloves, drinking water, cord for stringing water jugs, some
trash pickers (a long stick with tongs on the end) and a
two satellite telephones for emergency communication.
OPCNM and HB will have trash bags available.

For those individuals interested in traveling to
OPCNM on Friday evening (28th) and camping overnight
in the park, contact Mark Townley, (520) 241 6776.

If you are involved in humanitarian groups, churches
or other service organizations, please announce this op-
portunity for community service to restore a designated
wilderness area to its pristine condition. For information
and to indicate your participation in this activity, call the
Humane Borders Office 628 7753.

Guidelines for
Desert Clean Up

Wear closed shoes. Exposed toes could experience
unpleasant encounters with rocks and cactus.

Long pants, long sleeves and gloves are recom-
mended for protection from the sun and dirt as well as
vegetation.

Lift items like backpacks and clothing carefully with a
little shake. They are excellent habitats for small crea-
tures like a spider, scorpion, other insects and on very
rare occasions a snake.

Keep your hand in eyesight at all times. Putting your
hand in a hole in the ground when you cannot see every-
thing there could be surprising.

Leave used toilet paper where you find it, and mother
nature will eventually take care of it.

It's good to work with a partner, taking turns carrying
the bag of collected trash.

Bring full bags of trash
to designated areas so they
can be loaded onto a vehicle
and disposed of properly.

If one or more people in
the group are willing to recy-
cle backpacks and clothing,
please help them by sorting
those items.

A good way to remove a
lot of water jugs is to tie one
jug to the end of a cord, and
string others along the cord.

Backpacks can be strung on
a cord equally as well.

Respect the buddy system! Never wander away

alone from the group or your partner.

Message from Rev. Robin Hoover Ph. D....

Denominational Leaders and Support

Honestly, it has confounded me many times that vari-
ous denominational leaders have just failed to even show
up for some of the scrimmages we’ve been engaged in.
In my own denomination, the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), | had the occasion which I've previously re-
ported of presenting for a considerable time to the Col-
lege of Regional Ministers and Presidents. | was met
with what | call a “Blank Midwestern Stare of Non-
recognition”. Those of us who were old Sanctuary work-
ers can testify that most of our help on the border came
from folks away from the border, and that's one of the
reasons we find it hard to not be supported more. But |
do have good news. In July, | was able to present for an
hour to a combined meeting of the Division of Overseas
Ministries and the Disciples Peace Fellowship which was
held just one day before General Assembly of the de-
nomination. As a result, seminary students from Union
Theological Seminary, Lexington Theological Seminary,
and Christian Theological Seminary will be coming to visit
Humane Borders in the coming year. CTS is sending
some students in a course credit arrangement where | will
be the professor for an intensive “mini-term”.

The head of our Division of Overseas Ministries and
head of our Central Office for Hispanic Ministries will be
visiting Humane Borders. The editorial board and report-
ers from our denominational publication DisciplesWorld
will visit and then devote their May issue to immigration.
Maybe, we're starting to make in roads into Discipledom.

In contrast, the United Methodist Bishops from the
western United States (all six bishops) were in my tow for
three days in July. Our own Ani Goodenberger prepared
wonderful resource notebooks for the bishops that had
copies of documents, maps, and CDs. We showed them
water stations, crossed the border at Sasabe, and spent
the mid-day time in Altar, Sonora, Mex. We interviewed
migrants, visited some casas de huespedes, toured CCA-
MYN, looked the community over. We made our way
through torrential rains while driving to Magdalena, No-
gales, and Tucson. The next day, we visited the aid sta-
tion in Nogales where bishops tended to migrants’ blis-
tered feet, prayed, listened to Professor Jose, and more.
We visited Jose’s offices, ate lunch in Nogales, AZ at an
“international United Methodist Church”. Children were
having their Vacation Church School sang to us as we
ate. We traveled to Magdalena, attended a Methodist
worship service, ate a wonderful church meal. The next
day, we met at the same church, visited with a Mexican
bishop. Through it all, Ani distinguished herself with her
gifts of simultaneous translation, the bishops squeezed in

hundreds of questions, and the analysis and reflections
just poured out as they prepared themselves to build and
enhance their many ministries in the US and across the
border. The immense honor of having these leaders in
our presence for such a long time is staggering.
Mexican Delegation

Mauricio Farah Gebara, the human rights inspector for
the Mexico’s Human Rights Commission, some of his as-
sociates, and Juan Miguel Gutierrez Tinoco, the Under-
secretary of State for North America and some of his as-
sociates honored us with a visit mid-August. They were
here on a quick trip in which they were to fly back to Mex-
ico on the plane that returns Mexican Nationals in the Bor-
der Patrols’ repatriation program.

Another purpose for their visit was to discuss plans for
a Humane Borders research project. As previously re-
ported in various forums, HB is considering conducting a
social scientific survey of migrants as they get off of the
Wackenhut buses while being returned to Mexico. The
difference in this survey and many other projects that have
been conducted at the border is that we will interview the
universe of migrants getting off the buses, that is, all of the
migrants, and not just those who want to talk about their
experience or those who have complaints. The big differ-
ence in this approach is that we get those people who
have nothing to complain about along with those who
have had horrible experiences. Generally, the project will
quickly collect data in several areas of interest: demo-
graphics, desert experience, apprehension/transportation
experience, detention/transportation experience, health
status, human rights concerns, and desire for assistance
from the Mexican government. These and other Mexican
government representatives are extending to us their will-
ingness to significantly assist us.
Ruckus in St. Cloud, Minnesota

Srs. Elizabeth and Audrey went home to Minnesota for
the summer. The inevitable media interviews ensued, and
they caused quite a stir. Elizabeth spoke in the newspa-
per about ministering to Jesus in the desert. You'd have
thought she was giving guns to terrorists. The people
wrote emails to newspapers in probably unprecedented
ways. In a matter of days, over 500 emails were compiled
by the St. Cloud newspaper. Deanna Boone, the Commu-
nity Relations for Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls emailed
to ask our volunteers to vote in the newspaper’s online
opinion poll indication support or opposition for Elizabeth’s
giving of water to migrants. The opposition was a little
ahead, but after we finished voting down here, she won.
Those women are something else!
Open GIS Project

An anonymous donor is gifting more than $200,000 to
the Pima County Medical Examiner’s Office to pay for a

Continued on page 2




three year research project. Depending on how the funds last seen in late June stayed here while a volunteer

are managed, the value of the grant may grow to helped her contact people on the Tohono O’Odham Na-

$250,000. Basically, three investigators: our own John tion lands to look for leads on the sister's whereabouts. A

Chamblee, Gary Christopherson from U of A, and Bruce 18 year old Guatemalan woman stayed here while she

Anderson from the ME'’s office will themselves conduct recovered from dehydration and her 26 year old sister

research and direct the research of several Masters level was in the Tucson Medical Center undergoing dialysis.

and Doctoral level students to develop a Global Informa- The older sister had a seizure followed by a brain hemor- .

tion System computer program to assist in the identifica- rhage which was fatal. The young woman stayed here

tion of recovered bodies. Humane Borders will not be while papers were processed, family contacted, and ar- 7t h An n ual I\/I erTDr I al and
directly involved except that students will be working in rangements were made to send the deceased sister to

the HB offices, and HB will have a new high-powered Guatemala. A great big thank-you goes to our interns .

computer work station dedicated to the project. Immigra- and volunteers who help with translation, advocacy, I\/I ar Ch fOr I\/I I r antS
tion Status Incorporated, IS, will have a small part in the meals, and more. A huge thanks goes to all of you who

project to manage some of the funds of the grant. help make all of this possible.

Media Attention Continues Support for Mariposa Aid Station

Long phone interviews with an Australian journalist in Sue Ann and Ani delivered hundreds of food packs Sunday %ptem ber 30

one direction and video interviews from Denmark in the and health kits to the aid station in August. Many of you ]

other show the international dimension, and many, repeat have sent to us personal hygiene items, food stuffs, and

interviews from journalists and broadcasters who have other useful things. Recently, World Care, for instance,

been to see us before round out the national scene. provided a dozen king size bed spreads which were cut in

Consular Assistance half to make two dozen blankets for use in the CEAM of-

Rarely reported here are the frequent times when we fices in Nogales for migrants who were stranded there.

give assistance to the various consular officials who are Please call ahead and see how/when we can use things,

providing services to migrants. It is common for us to but we're always looking for in-kind donations.

have one or more persons with special needs staying in Pima County Supervisors

our guest room or in a classroom. | relate a couple of We tip our Humane Borders caps again to Pima

stories. A Mexican woman whose pregnant sister was County Supervisors. We've signed contract papers and
m Continued on page 3 ﬂﬂ

Medical Volunteer Writes about a Migrant Death

| wanted to share some good news with the Humane Borders community! | often write about my patients who
have found themselves in the hospital after crossing the border. One of my essays, Border Blues, was recently pub-
lished
in the Spring 2007 edition of Harmony, which is the humanities magazine of the Arizona Health Sciences Cen-
ter. Interestingly, | have already received a lot of positive feedback from people in the UMC/UofA community. Be-
low | have copied the essay in its original form. In the actual magazine, the editors made some changes without my
permission, including changing migrants to immmigrants-- arrrgh! Anyway, | am proud of the essay and of the com-
mitment to compassion by the people of Humane Borders.
Emily Des Champs

border blues 2:00 pm 3:00 pm

This time, he is twenty-two. The report: "lllegal alien”, Mexican national ejected in a motor vehicle crash four hu- . .

mans dead on the scene. Memorial Service March to DeAnza Park
Jose® body is incredibly swollen-- you have to pry his eyes open to check his pupils. His body is in severe shock. First Christian Church . -

His intracranial pressure is too high-- so high, his low blood pressure can®overcome it to get oxygen rich blood to And Pr ayer V| g' I

his brain. There are many signs now that his brain is no longer working. 740 E Speedway Blvd (corner of Speedway and Stone)

Details emerge, gathered from fellow travelers and emergency reports. There were eleven people in the van.
They were newly arrived in our country, and all here illegally. He has four children back in Mexico. He was coming to
fund dreams, dreams like school that require uniforms and books. We have no idea how to find and contact his fam-
ily. He is going to die soon. The search begins in earnest when organ donation services come for a screening. Fi-
nally, some progress is made. Our phone starts to ring, people asking questions in Spanish. Where do we start?

They won®be able to come see him. They live too far away. Buses don®travel fast enough, and they cannot buy

2:00 PM The service features reflections on the past season of death and hopes for the future. Prayers will be
offered for those who have died, and gratitude expressed for those who have helped to save lives.

plane tickets. We will ship his body back to Mexico. The sadness along our border grows and grows, and some days 3:00 PM  The marcherswill carry crosses with names of deceased migrants and conclude the event with a short
| can actually feel the divide between us growing wider too. prayer service in the northwest corner of the park.

The next day, | ride into the desert, on a mission to deliver water to areas where migrants are known to have died
of dehydration. Where we go, it is remote, lonely. But it is not that far from the swimming pools and golf courses, or Humane Borders

from the grocery stores brimming with affordable, spotless produce picked by migrants.

As | fill the barrels, | breathe in and out, in and out, and think of Jose. | hope, pray, plead silently that today one
traveler in need will happen by, rest in the tiny patch of shade, and, when ready, tread on with thirst slaked. Today, |
place the water in honor of Jose. ! "
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Migrant Deaths
Reported by Arizona
Daily Star

August 21, 2007

by Brady McCombs

“The Pima County Medical
Examiner has handled 170
bodies since January 1,
well ahead of the same
time last year, 135, and
even more than in record-
setting 2005 which had 153
at this time.”

Contributions Requested

Humane Borders has been fortunate to receive a mix of funds from government, faith communities, businesses and
individuals. We don’t complain, but in this issue, we're asking for all of you to stretch a bit, or ask people you haven't
asked before to help out with additional contributions. The biggest single reason we're asking right now is so that we can
continue to secure the services of some of the world’s finest interns who provide so much for the growing needs of this
organization, this mission, this ministry. They fix trucks, provide translation, sit and listen to migrants tell their stories, pray
with them, lead delegations, deliver supplies across the border, do an infinite amount of work in the office, and keep our
leaders from going crazy. We literally squeaked down to the wire in late August and owed more on our credit card than
we had in the bank. Not good. Then, a donor came by with $2,000. Like | said, we don’t complain. However, we didn't
bother with the annual meeting of Peace Corps Fellows at U of A to recruit a student because we couldn’t afford even their
highly subsidized work study program. It's that black and white. So, you know our needs. Surprise us if you can.
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Talk of Border Patrol checkpoints keeps us
from meaningful change

The following guest opinion was submitted by Rev.
Randy Mayer to the Arizona Daily Star and was pub-
lished on August 27, 2007. Mayer is Pastor of Good
Shepherd United Church of Christ in Sahuarita and an
officer for the Humane Borders organization. He and
volunteers from Good Shepherd UCC along with many
other in their community service water stations along 1-10
and Arivaca Road.

For the past few months, the
Community Workgroup on Southern
Arizona Checkpoints has diligently
studied the issue of viability and
purpose of a permanent Border Pa-
trol checkpoint in the beautiful
Santa Cruz Valley, as well as two
other checkpoints in the Tucson
Sector.

There are a number of pros and
cons for the checkpoint that can be
argued persuasively by the various
factions. Now the decision is in the hands of the Border
Patrol Sector Chief Robert Gilbert and the Homeland Se-
curity folks in Washington, D.C., as well as Congress-
woman Gabrielle Giffords and her colleagues.

Will they have the courage to move the conversation
into new directions that focus on lasting solutions, or will
they follow down the path of Band-Aids and broken
strategies?

From my perspective as a community resident and
faith leader who has been actively involved in border is-
sues, | struggle with the deception and distraction the
checkpoint conversation makes on real security and real
border and immigration reform.

It is pretty clear that the checkpoint does very little in
making our country or community more secure. It just
pushes the undocumented immigration and drug-
smuggling activity further to the margins, deeper into our
neighborhoods and further into the shadows, while it qui-

etly sweeps meaningful immigration reform under the
carpet.

In essence, the checkpoint makes the cheap appear-
ance that if we take the law enforcement approach, we
will be safe and secure — all will be well.

The reality is that we have given the federal agencies
in charge of border security, customs inspections and
drug enforcement plenty of time to get a grip on the prob-
lem. In fact, over 13 years, we have given them an in-
creasing supply of money, technology and agents to
achieve "operational control." Each year, they come back
saying that if only they had this or that they could get
things under control.

With this strategy and mind-set, we now have 12 mil-
lion undocumented migrants in this country, an endless
supply of illegal drugs and over 3,000 people dead in our
deserts.

I do not blame the law-enforcement folks at all. They
have been asked to do the impossible, to fight a battle
that they cannot win because they can only address the
symptoms of the problem.

The root causes are much bigger, stronger and have
a lot to do with economics, unfair free-trade agreements
and the basics of human survival.

| oppose the checkpoints because | think it is a sellout
to addressing the root causes. It allows the politicians
and policy-makers an easy way out and leaves our com-
munity and the rest of the nation with a throbbing wound.

We need comprehensive immigration reform that in-
cludes a strong guest-worker program that allows mi-
grants to work and encourages them to return home with
their earnings to build a vibrant economy in their coun-
tries and villages of origin.

The drug war needs to focus much more on the deep
emptiness and depravity of the user. Cut down on the
demand and you won®need to take the war to our
neighborhoods to stop the supply.

In the end, don®throw us a checkpoint as a solution
when the answers are so much more complex. We de-
serve more creativity, commitment and common sense.

Write to Randy J. Mayer at bienshphrd@aol.com.

Continued from page 2

submitted our annual invoice. In September, they will
vote, and we’'ll receive our $25,000 contract. HB presi-
dent Mark Townley and vice-president, Paul Fuschini
have visited each supervisor or their staff. Their support
is palpable. A big thank-you goes to the office of County
Administrator Chuck Huckelberry who has boldly and
singularly supported our efforts. Their support has been
pivotal and exemplary.
New Intern

Sarah Bollinger is from St. Louis, Missouri area. She

attended SLU where she learned about Humane Borders.

After a volunteer visit last year, she came back for our
international conference in March. She applied for the
graduate program in Latin American Studies at the UofA
ands was accepted. Now she lives just one block from
our offices and volunteers almost daily for our mission.
Welcome Sara!

Insiders/Outsiders

President Mark Townley has helped facilitate meetings
of an emerging group of humanitarian, affiliated, and con-
cerned people. They have met, determined agendas,
strategies, and networks. Two productive meetings with
the new Chief of Tucson Sector Border Patrol, Robert Gil-
bert, have been held. Rev. Randy Mayer, one of our offi-
cers, has been serving on a citizen committee to look at
the location of a proposed interior checkpoint planned on
the northbound side of Interstate 19 in the Green Valley
area. Both Mark and Randy have exhibited the stance of
insiders and outsiders. That is, they’ve been able to go
into the meetings, develop relationships, but also clearly
stand for things, engage dialogue and criticize. Randy
recently had an op-ed published in the Arizona Daily Star
opposing the checkpoint (re-printed in this newsletter).
The positions our leaders take reveal an appreciation for
the political art of public conversation, and reveal a con-
tinuing distinctive Humane Borders approach to a transfor-
mative politics.
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