Paul Fuschini, Vice-President of Humane Borders, was chosen for the
Faces section in the September issue of the Interpreter, a national
magazine published by United Methodist Communications.

Photo by Kent Brodie

Volunteers picked up 45 bags of trash on Aug. 13 on City of
Tucson and Bureau of Land Management property west of Tucson.
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Dedication of Unknown Migrant Water Station
10:00 am Sat. Sept. 10
From I-10 travel west on Avra Valley Rd, south on Sandario,
west on Manwille, south on Trico. When you reach the gate,
look east to see the water station flag.

palsanbay 92IAI8S uInlay

TZ€ ON LINd3d
Z¥ NOSONL
divd
39V1SOd SN
NOILVZINVOHO
1140ddNON

6T.G8 ZV ‘uosany
"‘pPAIg Aempaads '3 0vL
seAlsedw o) selaluoli4/siaplog auewnH

Message from Rev. Robin Hoover...

Steve Auslander to Speak

Steve is among the more creative, outspo-
ken journalists in our midst. For a long time, he
signed “S.A.” to editorials for the Arizona Daily Star.
When the signature was not in vogue, many of us
could just tell when he was the author. He writes
with an edge, with purpose, always with substance,
and always with some facts. Living in a postmodern
world where meaning in indeterminate, that is, in a
world where everything has to be interpreted, Steve
has offered us some very important takes and spins
on the news of our day. The officers of Humane
Borders were not happy to see Steve leave the Ari-
zona Daily Star because Steve seemed to have the
best grasp on things over there, but we are very ex-
cited that he will be able to speak to all of us at the
Fifth Annual Migrant Memorial and March for Mi-
grants. He told me he comes with opinions, and |
said, “Let ‘er rip! You've been on our side or made
us think about things several times.” So, a sea-
soned, unfettered journalist with a long track record
of rational writing will be our guest speaker. All of
you are invited to come and receive his words.

Truck 3 in the Shop

That's an understatement. Undoubtedly,
truck 3 has had a couple of fender bumps now and
then, stumps, stuck in the mud, driven over hill and
dale, the whole bit. Now it's in the shop for major
repairs. For starters, metal fatigue here and there
has led to a loose front end, fenders getting bad,
finally, the hood flew off on a recent run to Ironwood
Forest National Monument. Long story short, the
estimates are a little over $3K to get this loyal and
faithful truck back into service. Thank God the
money is in the bank at the moment.

Naming the Unknown Migrant Water Station
Fundacion Mexico’s leaders undertook the
challenge to raise the money to fund a water station
in the desert for one year and to name the station
the “Unknown Migrant Water Station” after so many
who have died without being identified. The cost to
name a station for a year is $1,500. FM raised even
more. We are extremely grateful for their support

and for this occasion. The officers and the volun-
teers on two different meeting nights agreed to
name the City of Tucson Manville station for the Un-
known Migrant. That station was chosen because it
is in operation year round. Other named stations
include: Jim Corbett, Matt Moore, and Kim Johnson.
These were named for HB volunteers. Another sta-
tion, the Reyes Carias Station was named by a fam-
ily who wanted to honor a woman who has given so
much of her life to their family. Thank you, Funda-
cion Mexico, and thank you Florencio Zaragosa for
your sustained support of Humane Borders and its
mission.

The Continuing Insurance Fiasco

First Christian Church considers Humane
Borders to be a mission of the congregation, as do
several other congregations. Because FCC does
this, they have been able to provide umbrella insur-
ance for more than five years. All the insurance was
through United Church of Christ Insurance Board.
New leadership at UCCIB read about HB and said,
“Oh My God!” They cancelled FCC’s insurance until
said time that FCC could obtain insurance on the
open market. We have now done that. The new
liability insurance and the new automobile insurance
has begun, and again, THANK GOD WE HAD
ENOUGH MONEY IN THE BANK TO DO THIS.
We're paying the liability insurance in one annual
payment and the automobile insurance month to
month. The reason the UCCIB balked was because
the Bureau of Land Management required
$10Million in general liability insurance for the eight
stations on BLM managed lands even though the
BLM required only $1Million for the hundreds of Wa-
ter Station, Inc. stations in California. We protested
and got the limits reduced to $2Million. Otherwise,
we would have had to take down the stations. The
Southwest Conference Minister of the United
Church of Christ, Rev. Callie Rogers-Witte was un-
able to change things with UCCIB even though she
was the chairman of the board. The Christian
Church in Arizona Regional Minister did not contrib-
ute to the decision making. lronically, when UCCIB
was formed, it justified itself as an organization that
would be able to insure the higher risk organizations
of the churches. Not so. Giving water to thirsty peo-
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ple must not be church in their eyes. Oh well, I'm
sure Jesus would have been a bad insurance risk
what with all the temple damage and such.

Pima County Government Update

It appears that we have finalized paperwork
to begin our fourth annual contract with Pima County
to continue as a water station contractor. Pima
County funds will be used to pay for our automobile
worries, make a jumbo payment on one of our
trucks, and to keep us afloat for awhile. We are ex-
tremely grateful for the county’s sustained support.
While we believe that what we do significantly con-
tributes to county savings, the Board of Supervisors
need to be affirmed for the decisions that they have
sustained over the years.

Recent Rains

This monsoon may be one of the wettest.
For those of you reading from some distance, let it
be noted that just after the first of August, the skies
have repeatedly poured rains. This morning, the
Santa Cruz River was licking the bottom of the
Speedway Bridge. I'd guess the water was moving
at more than 30 miles per hour! We're sure some
migrants were in trouble here and there in the de-
sert, but we haven't had the more than two deaths
per day that we had in July. God has been good to
the earth. When there’s so much water on the
ground, in the tanks, and in the ruts, it's not advis-
able or necessary for us to tend to all the stations.
We've learned lessons about getting stuck in the
desert a long way away from things. And, we've
learned that even the big commercial wreckers won't
come an drag us out when we need them. Migrants
may get a tummy ache from some of the collected
water on the ground, but they're not dying of dehy-
dration. Local drivers: remember not to go into
places you don't think you can get out of!

Southern Poverty Law Center Victory

The SPLC won the lawsuit on behalf of two
migrants who were pistol-whipped down in Hebron-
ville, Texas. You can read all about it at SPLCen-
ter.org. As a result of the suit, Casey Nethercott's
ranch, the so-called “Camp Thunderbird” has been
deeded over to the migrants. Currently the land is
leased to a man who runs a few cow on it. | have
asked Morris Dees for permission to put 1-2 water
stations on the land and to perhaps use the ranch
during the times the Minutemen are along the border
as an interpretive center to tell the story of the plight
of the migrants so the Minutemen don't get all the
media. Morris recognizes the symbolic value of the
property, and he will be getting back to us on those
guestions.
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Peace Corps Fellows Interns

Two Peace Corps Fellows enrolled in the
University of Arizona Graduate College are begin-
ning to work with Humane Borders this month. Jay
Young and Heidi Reukauf come to us after having
served the Peace Corps in Honduras and Nicara-
gua, respectively. As part of the Peace Corps pro-
gram, volunteers are supported as they return to the
University of Arizona. A work-study program en-
ables organizations like Humane Borders to have
the services of the fellows for 25% of their hourly
wage with the remainder paid by the work-study
program.

Guests for Humane Borders

Po-Shan Law is a medical technologist from
Dallas who came to the US from Hong Kong as a
student several years ago. She read about HB from

a Newsweek article and wanted to support our work.

She recently stayed in our guest room, went to the
desert several times, and helped us with our audio-
visual projects. She was an absolute delight to
have here.

Two students of Professor Jackie Hagan
from the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill will
be with us for about 10 days volunteering in many
capacities. Thank you to Anita Bondar and Lilian
Chavez.. The guest room of the First Christian
Church is available for persons who are engaged in
important ways with the ministry of First Christian
Church including Humane Borders.

New Water Stations and Barrels

Earlier this summer, the youth groups from
UCC congregations in San Jose, CA and Salt Lake
City, UT removed the heavy 2X6 lumber from the
roof of the Humane Borders ramada and replaced it
with 34" plywood in anticipation of a complete roof.
These boards were cut upon into stock sizes to
build water station stands. There was enough lum-
ber to make 15 double stands, that's enough to hold
30 barrels. A few of these stands will be donated to
Healing our Borders once we get all of them
painted...Volunteers anyone?...and a few will be
made available to Mike Wilson’s ministry.

Barrels are being purchased by Phoenix vol-
unteers to provide for more water stations in Mex-
ico. Volunteers are needed in Tucson to clean the
barrels by power washing and chlorination and then
to deliver the barrels to southeast Arizona...
Volunteers anyone?

Mapping Project

This year, and minimally in previous years,
we’ve encountered published reports of more and
more rescues of migrants who used cell phones to
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call emergency services or family members from the
desert. We began looking at the possibilities that
perhaps the presence of more cell phone towers in
the deserts of California and Arizona could make a
big difference in the number of migrants lives saved
by similar rescues. Even a USBP press statement
reported more than 176 persons rescued since Oct. 1
just in the Tucson Sector.

John Chamblee, doctoral student at UofA; Dr.
Gary Christopherson, professor at UofA, Daniel
DeBorde, City of Tucson employee and regular HB
volunteer, myself, John Hunter, and probably a few
others, all divvied up responsibilities and mapped the
deaths from the past several years and plotted the
locations of cell phone towers adjacent to the most
deadly areas of the deserts. It made no sense to
show all the cell towers in the metropolitan areas.
Anyway, long story short, the finished product is
available for you to see on our website under maps.

A complete proposal to place more cell towers
in the deserts was produced, and copies of it are
floating around some very high places in Washington,
D.C. as we speak. This very good piece of work is
reportedly on the desk of Michael Chertof, Secretary
of the Department of Homeland Security. Copies of
the proposal have been mailed to various members
of the Arizona delegation and to other interested par-
ties. We hope to brief a number of elected officials to
get some momentum on this project ASAP. Thanks
to all who worked so hard, so quickly, under a very
difficult deadline. The balloon has been floated.
Pray it lands in the right place.

Among our Long-time Volunteers This Month

Sr. Elizabeth Ohmann, secretary of Humane
Borders, is recovering from surgery earlier this sum-
mer. She was able to travel for a large gathering of
her family in Minnesota. Vice-president of Humane
Borders, Paul Fuschini’'s son was killed in a motorcy-
cle accident in New Mexico. Jean Bronson was
stomping on some migrant trash in a bag before tying
it up. She fell and broke her hip. She’s already sev-
eral days post-surgery and expected to be in com-
plete recovery very soon.

Media Coverage

It never ends. In just two weeks of August we
received calls from and/or gave interviews to the fol-
lowing media outlets: Boston Globe; VOA Voice of
America; Dennis Wagner for Arizona Republic and
USA Today; Culture Shocks Radio with Barry ; Steve
Franklin of Chicago Tribune; Joel Bach from 60 Min-
utes; KTIS Radio, Northwestern College, St Paul MN,
live talk show; Nick Riccardi of LA Times; The Na-
tional Journal; MegaTV from Greece; Miguel San-
chez, Univision Radio Miami; Josie Goytisoco, inde-

pendent journalist from Coral Gables FL.

Asylees and Refugees

It's not a done deal, but every one of us think
it's about to happen. The Asylum Program of
Southern Arizona and the Lutheran Social Mission
Refugee Resettlement Program of Tucson are
about to merge. The final voting action will be Sep-
tember 13. If voted, the two programs will merge
and take over the 710 Speedway house on the cam-
pus of First Christian Church. In previous years,
that house was rented by BorderLinks. This past
year, it has been rented by the Young Adult Volun-
teers in Mission program of the Presbyterian Church
(USA). September 1-30, we’ll be calling on all vol-
unteers (from both programs, from FCC, from Hu-
mane Borders, from the community to help us
clean-up, straighten-up, paint and carpet the whole
house. The most polite thing | can say is that it has
a lot of deferred maintenance. First Christian
Church is offering the house at a very reduced
rental rate to help the project along. FCC will buy
paint, carpet, etc. but certainly won't be recouping
the expenses, so donors are being sought to help
out.

For the uninitiated, refugees are persons
who have been classified as deserving of protection
by the US government. The government does not
directly re-settle them. Usually, that is done by
faith-based groups like Church World Service, Lu-
theran Immigration and Refugee Services, etc.
These faith communities receive a small per-person
fee to help do the work they do. The Tucson pro-
gram resettles 100 refugees a year, so those funds
give it a budget. Asylees are persons who are in
the US but who are applying for protection from the
US government because they have a credible fear
of being persecuted if they are forced to return to
their country of origin.

Very long story short, this merger will make
the campus of First Christian Church a very unusual
place, one where there are direct services provided
to undocumented persons, persons seeking protec-
tion of the government, and persons receiving that
protection. In addition, the legal status of Humane
Borders will enable us to provide advocacy for these
persons. We hope you will consider helping this
merger along with your volunteer work, contribu-
tions, etc. For the record, we won’t be making any
financial contributions directly from Humane Borders
to this project at this time. Therefore, you would
have to designate a gift through FCC, HB, your
church, APSA, or LSM.
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