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Humane Borders/Fronteras Compasivas    
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Tucson, AZ 85719 

Return Service Requested 

Migrant trash 
picked up 

March 8 near 
Arivaca by 

students from  
Eureka College 

in I llinois 

Leading the students were Rev. Terry 
Immell, Marana Christian Church and Rev. 
Terry Ewing, Eureka College. 

Please join  
Humane Borders 
volunteers on the 

second Saturday of 
each month to help 

with removal of  
remnants left in the 
desert by migrants. 

Saturday 
April 9 
7:00am 

Meet in First  
Christian Church 

parking lot. 

Saturday, March 12, Humane Borders and BorderLinks volunteers numbering 
47 gathered 45 bags of trash and over 300 empty water jugs in Ironwood 
Forest National Monument and the adjacent City of Tucson property. 

Saturday, March 5, Humane Borders volunteers Jean Bronson, Maggie Rodri-
guez and Sue Goodman joined Hunters Who Care to clean up a migrant camp 
near Three Points. 
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Message from Rev. Robin Hoover, Ph.D. 
 
·   GLOBAL INFORMATION SYSTEM MAPPING 
 ESRI, a GIS software company has donated 
a Global Information System computer program to 
Humane Borders.  The purpose of this program is to 
plot each migrant death and our water station loca-
tions.  Each dot is color-coded (as we have done 
with other maps in the past) to indicate the cause of 
death.  We will be able to click on any dot in the new 
mapping program, and a table will pop-up detailing 
as much information as we can gather about that 
person and event.  Data may include date of death,  
country of origin, name, age, cause of death, etc.  
We can add what the temperature was that day.  
The computer can measure how far it is to the near-
est water stations, road, or town.  You will learn 
more as we learn more about this new tool.  The 
value of this software contribution is more than 
$5,000.  Usually, there is a $400/year up-date on the 
license that enables us to keep all of the maps up-
dated by down-loading them through the internet.  
That fee, too, has been waived.  This is a very sig-
nificant gift. 
 We are grateful to John Chamblee, a volun-
teer who introduced us to the GIS software and has 
spent many hours designing the database and maps 
that will serve the Humane Borders cause.   
 
·  DONATED COMPUTER 
 Upon learning of the computer program a 
supporter of Humane Borders donated $1,500 to 
acquire a laptop computer that has all of the require-
ments to run this program.  This machine has some 
other wonderful features such as being able to send 
images directly to most of the newer televisions.  We 
will be able to take the laptop to a setting that has a 
large screen TV and make presentations. 
  
MAPPING STRATEGY 
 Sometime soon, and we can’t say just when, 
we will hold a press conference.  It may be a month 
away.  We will promote a new program.  Humane 
Borders is going to place large, very detailed maps 
and accurate maps of the migration routes in public 
places in Mexico where migrants can study them 
and plan accordingly.  It is our judgment that in-
formed consent is the first level of ethics.  The large-
sized posters will be placed in Altar, Sasabe, and in Continued on page 2 

other locations where we can made the maps avail-
able.  We will use only public information on the 
maps, and the headline will read in Spanish: “Don’t 
Go.  Don’t Pay the Price.” 
 The first mapping project is for the Altar and 
Avra valleys.  The maps will accurately show the 
most deadly areas and the location of the more than 
15 water stations in those valleys.  They will be like 
the maps at the mall with the notation: “YOU ARE 
HERE.”  It will then show how far a one-day, two-
day, and three-day walk is, and so on. 
 The primary purpose is to steer people off 
the Baboquivari Trail and into the Altar Valley, espe-
cially if the migrants are coming anyway.  This may 
increase apprehension rates, but it will save lives. 
 
·  PRINTING NEEDS 
  The next big tool we need for this project is 
a super-large computer printer called a plotter or the 
donation of a lot of printing.  (One Mexican govern-
ment official has indicated significant interest in do-
ing just this.)  In a year’s time, we could spend sev-
eral thousand dollars on this project alone.  A high-
quality plotter is worth around $4,500. 
 
·  TRUCKS BUILT AND REBUILT 
 Come by and see the trucks!  Truck 4 has a 
huge six-seat crew cab.  The bed is a full 8’ wide 
and 8’6” long.  It has a big tool box with all the sup-
plies, a medical kit, tools, emergency equipment, 
two water station stand, and room to carry several 
barrels and/or trash.  The 325 gallon water tank is 
equipped with a large secondary drain to empty the 
tank quickly when needed. 
 Truck 3 has been completely rebuilt.  Every-
thing on the bed was taken off, the bed repaired, 
primed, painted.  Equipment was re-installed using 
larger hardware.  A new cargo bin was built.  The 
lack of cargo space was the biggest complaint be-
fore.  The tubes for the flag poles were installed on 
top, as on truck 4.  And, a new quick-dump drain 
valves was added to the 325 gallon tank.  Last yeara 
driver could open the ¾” valve at Trico Station and 
drive all the way back to the church with the tank still 
draining.  Now the water is dropped quickly. 
 Truck 2 will get some paint and patching be-
tween now and May 1.  We can use some skilled 
labor at your convenience. 
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 A great big thanks to Ryan Seidel for all the 
truck work.  He has received very valuable help and 
expertise from Ron Janick who has also helped in-
stall the electrical circuit to the small closet near the 
trucks.  That circuit supplies the power for the air 
compressor.  A hose reel is mounted on the closet 
to conveniently supply air for all of the truck tires. 
 
·   THREE MICHAELS 
 Michael Chertoff is the new head of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.  Michael Jackson 
has just been sworn in as Chertoff’s deputy.  Mi-
chael Nicely is the two-star general who heads the 
Tucson Sector.  Chertoff is a prosecutor who thinks 
he can organize DHS to do a job it has failed so far 
to do.  Jackson comes to us from post 9-11 trans-
portation security, so he emphasizes technology at 
ports.  Nicely is the guy who is reported in the Ari-
zona Daily Star saying he can close the border be-
fore he retires.  Three prima donnas need to read 
the reports.  Billions of dollars and 12 years later, 
the Border Patrol has failed to reduce the number of 
migrants crossing the border by one.  They’ve just 
pushed them into the desert where they die.  We 
need a Michael with wings to give these folks some 
new ideas. 
 
·  BARRELS DONATED 
 Coca-Cola has donated thirty-eight new  
55-gallon syrup barrels.  These have already been 
painted, and they will be enough for us to supply our 
new stations and replace tanks as needed at exist-
ing stations.  Special thanks to: David DeChamps, 
Margaret Lauderback and all who helped clean and 
paint the barrels. 
 
·  WEEK OF COMPASSION 
 We are very pleased to continue in our rela-
tionship with the disaster relief agency of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ).  It is called the 
Week of Compassion and very similar to the organi-
zations of other denominations.  This year’s contri-
bution is from Week of Compassion is $5,000.  The 
United Church of Christ and the Presbyterian 
Church USA made contributions last year to Hu-
mane Borders from their One Great Hour of Sharing.  
We have an application submitted to United Method-
ist Conference has given significant money from its 
General Advance Program.   
 
·  GIFT FROM JORGE RAMOS 
 The internationally acclaimed anchor of 
Univsion, Jorge Ramos, has written a book focused 
upon the story of19 migrants who died in a tractor-
trailer near Victoria, Texas.  The book is entitled Dy-
ing to Cross and has a release date of April 5.  Mr. 

Ramos has selected five organizations across the 
United States to receive cash gifts from the advance 
proceeds of the sale of his book.  Humane Borders 
is one of the five.  He will personally give a check to 
Dr. Hoover April 14.  The check presentation and 
book-signing will take place at Borders Books, 2402 
East Camelback Road at 6:00 p.m.  Volunteers and 
friends are invited to attend and thank him.  We 
have sent him a small care package of things to 
show our appreciation for his support.   

Rev. Robin Hoover and Sue Goodman met with corporate sup-
porters, Don Aldridge and Marcela Shackelford from Amerimex 
Communications (located in Rosewell, GA),  to show them wa-
ter stations and discuss border issues.   

OP-ED Submitted to Arizona Republic 
By Rev. Robin Hoover, Ph.D. 

 Migrants are dying, leaving trash behind, 
lying in the medians, being abused, working hard, 
paying taxes.  Whose rights and which kind of rights 
will we appeal to in this human conversation con-
versation? Property? Human? Constitutional? Civil?  
Sometimes all the talk is sterile.  Humane Borders, 
Inc. puts out water in the desert to save lives.  It 
works, but property rights limit effectiveness.      
 Case in point, summer of 2003.  Migrants 
were dying in record numbers in  Cochise County 
and Supervisors weren’t doing much.  I approached 
both the federal land manager and the Border Pa-
trol suggesting deploying water stations and/or 
some of the 12 rescue beacons they had in storage.  
Tohono O’odham Nation executives were quoting 
sovereign rights and not giving permission for the 
beacons in the west desert.  Why not use them?         
 Permits were issued, and beacons were in-
stalled.  But we couldn’t get to the federally ap-
proved sites without crossing private, state, or 
leased federal lands.  The private property folks 
cited unspecified liabilities.  We couldn’t cross Ari-
zona State Trust land.  One can go there to kill deer 
and javelina but not to save lives.  Arizona Fish and 
Game leases land next door.  “Their” land is leased 
from the same federal land manager that approved 
our permit.  That would be our opportunity.  How-
ever, we can’t cross “their” “public” land to save mi-
grant lives even though our water station would be 
more than a mile away.  They invoked some sort of 
imaginary extra-territorial property rights jurisdiction.  
The letter said, “…we feel a water station adjacent 
to that facility could result in a hazardous and unde-

 

 Justice is not based on property 
rights.  We believe that it is appropriate for 
nations to have borders to have jurisdictions 
and authority.  We do not feel we can simply 
embrace United Nations or Roman Catholic 
Church positions that call for a fundamental 
human right for persons to migrate without 
tempering that right and looking to larger, jus-
tice concerns, context if you will.  For in-
stance, you have a right to know the health 
status of someone allowed into this country.  
We are sure of one thing.  Justice will be 
measured in our time and place by how we 
respond to the plight of the migrants dying in 
our desert.  Justice will not be measured by 
observing property rights alone.   
 Fox and Bush offer no hope for re-
forms.  Security is the biggest value, but we 
won’t be secure until there’s reform.  Media 
outlets are choosing up sides.  Political par-
ties are articulating different goals.  Politi-
cians are even afraid to take positions.  At 
least Pearce is honest.  Literal and figurative 
turf wars will result in more deaths.  I’m glad 
we have Constitutional rights as a faith-based 
group to put out water where we can.  Prob-
lem is, we can’t go very far.  Justice anyone?  
Couldn’t the governor or the legislature see to 
it that migrants have water on the land before 
these Christian, family values neighbors to 
the south evaporate in our back yard?  If we 
can’t have justice, how about some decency?     
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sirable situation.”  We’ve gotten letters like those from land 
managers before like the one from the general who operates 
the 97% pristine desert lands of the Barry M. Goldwater Bomb-
ing Range where migrants continue to die.  It seems to many 
that it’s a good thing 19 migrants died in Texas because until 
then, Arizona had the one day record of 14.  We’re concluding 
that private property rights, racism, and bigotry seem to rule.     
 Some federal land managers have helped a lot, and we 
now salute the Tohono O’odham Nation leaders who gave per-
mission to deploy rescue beacons.  May they serve many this 
year.  We’re grateful to county authorities and some municipal 
authorities who have chosen to save lives and save financial 
resources at the same time.  But we’re still not there, and much 
remains to be done.   
 The state is simply not leading.  That bastion of civility 
Russell Pearce wants to regress the state through his griev-
ances, to coin a phrase.  Our governor is not helpful, either.  
Mention the border, and she thinks like a prosecutor.  More 
agents, more prosecutions, more confiscations.  That will solve 
everything.  Wrong.     
 “Where there’s a will, there’s a lawyer”.  Someone will 
get to your rights question if you have enough resources, but 
that’s rarely substantive justice.  The Arizona anti-immigration 
folks, the Minutemen whom the president calls vigilantes, the 
restrictionist legislators here and beyond, and the Lou Dobbs 
kinds of pundits point to the border crossers as the bad guys.  
Close the border and everything will be OK.  Well, about half 
(actually 43%) of the undocumented in America arrived legally 
but have overstayed their visas.  These include white Irish 
nurses working in healthcare and so many others we do not 
suspect.  Since nearly one half of the undocumented are not 
border crossers we conclude that race is a major factor in the 
decision making of officials and citizens alike in the immigration 
debate.  We wonder how the Minutemen will fare in their one 
month quest to use private, public, and quasi-public lands.  
Watch out for extra-territorial jurisdiction, guys.  I wonder which 
way the prosecutions will go?  Whose side will the state be on?  
Which rights will be honored?     
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