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loaned during the hottest part of the year.  Still the death 
toll climbs each year. 
 BORSTAR is now operating in winter as more 
migrants freeze to death attempting to cross during the 
peak migration months of February through April. 
 
HUMANE BORDERS ANNIVERSARY 
 It’s hard to believe, but Humane Borders was 
founded June 11, 2000.  So in just short order, we’ll be 
five years old! We are inviting everyone who has ever 
been to the desert to come and go on another trip with 
us!  Over several days, we’ll go to the stations, pick up 
trash, hold a news conference, open our archives, sell 
our wares, show videos, look at migrant trash trophies, 
and renew friendships. We might make a run to Altar dur-
ing the week.  We’ve begun inviting potential guest 
speakers and all the rest.  June 11 conveniently turns out 
to be a Saturday.  We’ll open the church, open the 
kitchen, get out the cots, and do everything we can to 
make you comfortable if you want to come on a low 
budget.  FCC has cots and 4 showers in the building. 
Please come and renew the relationships that have sus-
tained Humane Borders for so long now. 
 
NEW VAN 
 Peg, Jim DeConcini’s significant other, has do-
nated a beautiful little 1996 Mercury Villager in immacu-
late shape.  It has high mileage, but runs wonderfully.  
We are very grateful to receive this gift.  Some of our out 
of town guests last week used the van several times and 
were very grateful.  It has also taken guests on a pre-
conference trip associated with the Presbyterian Health 
Education and Welfare Association that met in Tucson 
this month. 
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These Jr. High students and sponsors traveled from their home churches 
in the Phoenix area to spend a day servicing water stations and picking up 
migrant trash. Special thanks to Rev. Bill Jacobs of First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Mesa and the sponsors. 
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From Robin Hoover, Ph.D ... 
 
TRIP TO ALTAR JANUARY 17 
 Twenty of us went on an all-day trip to Altar, 
Sonora, Mexico, on January 17.  Lots of preparation.  
Special vehicle permits so we could go through Sasabe 
instead of Nogales. Visas for the drivers just in case.  
Truck maintenance, etc.  7a.m.  Beautiful day.  Knee to 
knee and shoulder to shoulder in Humane Borders’ Truck 
Two and Truck Three.  Five people in my truck.  We 
made Altar by about 10:30am.  We scattered into the 
town square, into the shops that line three sides, and into 
the church that dramatically occupies the west side of the 
square.  Far more people than many of the times I’ve 
been there.  Far fewer than some days, but make no mis-
take, the migration is in full swing.  In 2002, it took until 
February for the migrants to return in numbers.  Not this 
year. 
 More women and more children are in the 
square, and this is of major concern to those of us who 
take these deaths in the desert so personally.  We inter-
viewed some for a 28-minute documentary. 
 On that trip were: Father Daniel Groody, a theolo-
gian from Notre Dame; Bill Groody who is distantly re-
lated to Dan and Bill’s wife Gerri; Sister Elizabeth Oh-
mann; Suzie Meyer; Sr. Audrey; Michael Hyatt; Pam 
Gordon; Cathy Howard; Amanda Pasquinelli (working on 
her Master’s film project at Chapman University in Califor-
nia); Bob Ellis; Willis Jackson (member of First Christian 
Church); Mark Townley; Ryan Seidel, Humane Border’s 
Young Adult Volunteer; Ben Winograd; and myself.  Four 
students from the Brooks school of photography in Cali-
fornia joined us.  Lots of cameras were going all day! 
 The purpose was to familiarize our volunteers 
with what is really happening south of the border, and to 
help all three of the Groodys continue work on the film. 
 Just one of the interviews that day was enough to 
drive some of us to our knees.  A four year-old beauty 
queen was complaining that she was wearing out her 
shoes trying to get into the United States.  I love the US, 
but I get the feeling on a day like this that we’re literally 
throwing children off of our life raft.  Something has got to 
change.  Soon. 
 We spent perhaps two hours there.  I met a shop 
keeper who volunteers at the Catholic shelter for mi-
grants.  The church has a new coat of paint.  Lots of new 
vendors have set up shop to sell coats, pants, backpacks, 
foods, etc.  The casas de huespedes (mini-migrant mo-
tels, sometimes 10-30 to a room) were filling up quickly.  
The economy of the whole town is built upon the migra-
tion.  Along the south side of the square sat a bus from 
way down south.  The driver says he makes the round trip 
about five times a month. 
 On the east side of the square sits a very long 
Mexican Red Cross trailer that serves as a migrant clinic.  
It is paid for by the Sonoran government.  I went in to talk 
to the staff.  As I turned around to look at the wall right 
where I walked in, there was a Humane Borders migrant 
death map!  The last thing the staff was doing as the mi-

Continued on page 2 

grants left was pointing out the possibilities of death and 
where they are most concentrated.  I was extremely 
proud of our work in that moment.  Thanks to all who 
have gathered data and put it together.  It made me miss 
Kim Johnson all over again.  More on this later. 
 There’s no such thing as a bunch of Anglos with 
cameras blending in with the crowd, but our folks met, 
greeted, and conversed as they were able. 
 The group traveled briefly to CCAMYN.  It’s the 
Catholic center for migrants.  It houses up to 40-50 mi-
grants at a time.  Some of them are on their way to the 
US.  Others are on their way home.  The center provides 
some meager lodging, some food, some facilities, coun-
seling, religious services, prayers, and generally serves to 
educate the migrants about what lies ahead.  Two of our 
volunteers stayed for several months down there while 
conducting research.  In front of the center there is a Hu-
mane Borders water station and flag so at least a few of 
the migrants will know what to look for. 
 From CCAMYN, we started our journey back 
home down the dirt toll road.  Altar is about 63 miles from 
Sasabe.  At about 21 miles south of Sasabe, there is the 
Grupos Beta migrant checkpoint I wrote about last month.  
There is a sign there pointing to El Tortuga, a bump in the 
road to the east.  Nonetheless, we call the checkpoint El 
Tortuga, as it’s the only sign on the whole road. The mi-
grant count on Sunday, January 16 was over 1,500 for 
the day!  Trust me when I say that for mid January, that is 
a very high number.  It does not bode well for the coming 
season of death.  At the checkpoint, we observed per-
haps 250 persons coming through there in just about 45 
minutes.  Several times we observed small children sitting 
in the laps of adults in the front seat.  No seatbelt.  They 
are the most vulnerable in so many ways. 
 From El Tortuga, we drove further north until we 
came upon the Mexican soldiers.  They get the migrants 
out of the vehicles and literally shake them down.  Don’t 
complain too much when you go through the airport here.  
We saw migrants flapping their wings like they were trying 
to fly and soldiers patting them down everywhere!  One 
look at us and a wave to get us out of there.  They prefer 
to not be seen.  Under US pressure, the soldiers are look-
ing for drugs. 
 In Sasabe, I got to see some things I hadn’t seen 
before.  We went to the church.  From a little knoll in the 
back, we can see quite an expanse of the border.  At par-
ticular points there were already migrants standing and 
looking north.  It was about 4p.m. by then. 
 A few of our journalist types ventured into a small 
plaza and alleyway to talk to and film migrants and coyo-
tes readying themselves to cross.  It was questionable 
whether the interview of the four year old in Altar or the 
bold assertions of the crossers in the alleyway were more 
poignant. 
 We made our way to the Port of Entry at Sasabe.  
On the Mexican side we see lots of crosses reminding us 
of the deaths on our side of the line.  They are placed 
there by our friends from the Catholic church and      
CCAMYN in Altar.  Each cross has a different word: 
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“workers”, “children”, “men”, “women”.  A large cross asks 
the question, “Cuantos Mas?”  (How many more?) 
 I was surprised to find Customs officers who   
didn’t know who we are.  They thought we were over in 
Mexico building houses or something.  They made me 
open all of my tool boxes on my truck.  That sort of thing. 
 Finally, we were back on asphalt.  That’s when 
you can listen to see what you shook loose on the trip to 
Altar.  We lost only a few teeth! On to Kim Johnson Sta-
tion.  That station is the northern most station in the Bue-
nos Aires National Wildlife Refuge.  There, in waning 
light, we gave interviews for the film project.  Volunteers 
serviced the station.  From there to the church, there 
were some profound moments of silence and some pro-
found questions, too. 
 
 MORE WATER STATIONS 
 Humane Borders has been given permission to 
operate some more water stations in very critical loca-
tions in the Altar and Avra Valleys.  We’re not going to 
make it real public, but the access is being given by the 
management of one of the largest land holders in the 
area.  We are very grateful, and knowing what we know 
about migrant traffic where these stations are, we are 
convinced that these stations will significantly increase 
the amount of water consumed in this corridor.  That will 
make this one of the safest corridors in Arizona. 
 We also can’t say this publicly too loud, but be-
fore you read this, we anticipate adding even more sta-
tions west of Marana near the Tohono O’odham Nation.  
This is a critical location and the first time we will have 
been able to operate in this area. 
 All of this is to say that we anticipate beginning 
the season (May 1-September 30) with some 70 water 
stations.  Thanks to everyone who has helped us main-
tain stations consistently and earn the trust and respect of 
land managers in the desert. 
 
 TRUCK FOUR IS ROAD WORTHY 
 Thanks to all the volunteers who have worked on 
Truck Four.  The bed is on, the equipment bolted down, 
the satellite phone up and running, inspection, license, 
etc.  Last week, Truck Four made its maiden voyage to 
the desert to take some Phoenix church youth group 
members to some water stations and to pick up some 
migrant trash.  A few more details on Truck Four will be 
completed at the work day. 
 
 VOLUNTEER HOURS 
 Sue Ann has created a book where we record 
events, delegations, water trips, community service 
hours, etc.  From the data there, she can more accurately 
record our volunteer hours.  It looks like we’ll donate more 
than 1,000 hours of volunteer time this month!  And this is 
January!  Thanks to everyone.  That’s half a year’s work 
for one person.  Many hands makes for light work. 
 
 NEW “LITTLE SHED” 
 Last year, Humane Borders volunteers made 
some 475 water trips from the church parking lot.  This 
year, with another truck and more water stations, we an-
ticipate there will be even more trips.  We have moved 
the trucks to the center of the campus on the west side of 
the trees.  They are all under the parking lighting.  They 
are under the surveillance camera.  There is a water hose 
reel for the convenience of filling the water tanks.  (We’re 
fortunate that the water is taken from a special low-cost 
meter.)  Humane Borders probably doesn’t use more than 

$200 worth of water a year! 
 Now we have a new shed with some new equip-
ment.  It’s still not completely installed.  But there is an air 
compressor with 100’ of hose.  There is a vacuum 
cleaner, and a quick retracting electrical cord.  So, when 
drivers come in, or when drivers prepare to go out, every-
thing you need is right there in the little shed.  Each 
driver has a key to it.  The trash pickers, trash bags, ex-
tra food packs, etc. are there, too.  Also, for the ambi-
tious, there is the high-pressure power washer.  We think 
Doug Ruopp will have big eyes when he sees this! 
 The big shed continues to be stocked with more 
and more supplies, things being donated to go to Mexico, 
an spare equipment.  Thanks to everyone who has been 
helping us get ready. 
 
 DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR LIAISON 
 Shela McFarlin, the Tucson Field Manager of the 
Bureau of Land Management has been named as the 
new Department of Interior person for border issues in 
Arizona.  Nothing could make us happier in Humane Bor-
ders.  We’ve needed some coordination, and Shela has 
proven to be very good to work with over the years.  Her 
cooperation led to the deployment of several Border Pa-
trol rescue beacons in Cochise County.  The year follow-
ing the deployment, eight fewer deaths were recorded in 
that area!  Thanks, Shela.  We look forward to working 
with you. 
 
 REFORM AGENDA 
 Everyone who has any passion whatsoever for 
immigration reform has ideas about what it should look 
like.  Without going into too much detail, from the begin-
ning we have been looking forward to a legal status for 
people who are here, legal opportunities for people to 
work, and some sharing of resources between our nation 
and others.  We’ve been looking for some specific things 
like family reunification, visa compliance, asylum law re-
form, and other things.  What we’ve been seeing and 
hearing sounds just like what we were laying out as an 
agenda nearly five years ago.  It looks like we have at 
least a small window to hope for some reform this spring 
or fall.  Pray. 
 
 DIGITAL VIDEO 
 Suzie Meyer, Sr. Elizabeth Ohmann’s niece from 
Minnesota, is here volunteering with Humane Borders for 
a month.  She is taking our nearly 120 VHS videotapes 
and digitizing them onto DVDs.  It’s a long, tedious proc-
ess, but Suzie is learning all about our roots.  We antici-
pate being able to record many of the news clips, news 
shows, and events for which we have video all onto one 
DVD so that members and friends will be able to pur-
chase a copy by the time of the anniversary.  We will 
probably have to produce a master and then have copies 
made commercially.  If this is something that would inter-
ested in, please drop us a note.  We don’t know just how 
far to take this project yet. 
 
 DEATH MAP PROJECT 
 We are working on preparing and printing very 
high resolution, high-detail maps of the Altar valley detail-
ing death locations for recent years, water station loca-
tions operating for this season, and other water locations 
such as stock tanks.  The idea is to distribute these three 
foot by four or five foot maps in four color in Altar and in 
Sasabe so that migrants would know the distances, the 
dangers, and the scant resources available to them.  We 

 

believe that the first level of ethics is informed consent. 
 
 A LITTLE RELIGION AND POLITICS 
 It has long been noted how much influence that 
members of the Mormon church have on state level poli-
tics in Arizona.  Sixteen of the legislators who have intro-
duced and sponsored anti-immigrant legislation this ses-
sion are members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Later 
Day Saints (Mormons).  We find this to be uncharacteris-
tic of the church itself and incongruous with the church’s 
behavior in Mexico.  The Mormons have built at least ten 
temples in Mexico in just the last decade.  They are grow-
ing rapidly and proselytizing many Roman Catholics,  
Pentecostals, and Evangelicals.  But here, our state legis-
lator exemplars of the church are kicking the fire out of 
Mexican nationals.  Look deep into these bills.  I’ve 
known a kid who came to the US when he was just a 
baby who doesn’t speak Spanish, who was the Valedicto-
rian of his high school class in Texas, who is an abso-
lutely perfect asset for the community where he lives, but 
he could not accept his all-tuition paid scholarship to a 
Texas university because he was not a US citizen.  Some 
of these bills “sound” good, but they’re horrible ways to 
treat our neighbors.  Humane Borders is supported by 
lots of different religious traditions, but I can tell you that 
Jesus  wouldn’t stand for this kind of nonsense.  Clearly 
the prophets wouldn’t.  We won’t be able to fight Russell 
Pearce and some of these folks in court or in the legisla-
ture, but maybe it’s time to ask the Mormon church what 
they think of their representatives who are working 
counter to the church’s teaching? 
 
 YEAR-END GIVING/SPENDING 
 Thank you one and all for getting Humane Bor-
ders up and over the top.  We made our 2004 budget by 
more than $3,000.  Right at year’s end, we received a 
$6,600 anonymous memorial for Kim Johnson.  And, it is 
utterly anonymous.  Thank you, whomever you are.  
Added to that the value of two donated vehicles in 2004, 
and Humane Borders was blessed by lots of donors. 
 Our officers authorized the acquisition of two 
more satellite telephones, one for truck four, and one to 
replace the phone stolen from Truck One in Phoenix.  
We’ve purchased another filing cabinet, miscellaneous 
tools for working on the trucks, and another walkie-talkie 
so that we have two pair.  Everything that you have done 
has gone to enable us to be better prepared for this sea-
son.  On behalf of all six of the officers of Humane Bor-
ders, thank you very, very much. 
 
 HUMANE BORDERS WEBSITE 
 We can’t announce the date yet, but the Humane 
Borders website is just about to be totally revamped and 
expanded.  We will be able to put up maps of the desert, 
newsletters, position papers, media items, etc.  Thanks to 
Gary Wise and Hart Van Denburg for many hours of vol-
unteer work. 
 
 WARES FOR SALE 
 Humane Borders continues to raise significant 
funds from the sales of jackets, bumper stickers, nalgene 
water bottles, caps, t-shirts, note cards with art work, and 
other miscellany.  Feel free to call or email your order to 
Humane Borders’ office. 
 
 SONGS ABOUT MIGRANTS/MIGRATION 
 Eric Holland’s new CD Without Borders is getting 
rave critical reviews.  It contains songs that tell the mi-
grants stories and stories that speak about the migration 

and the conditions on the border.  In Dirty Diapers, he 
says “Like a dirty diaper, it’s time for a change.”  In Angel 
in the Desert, Holland refers to the Lady in Blue (the angel 
in the desert) who tells the migrant, “You’re OK, there’s a 
water station just ahead”.  In My Senora of Sonora he 
tugs at the strings of the heart broken by the families that 
are separated by US policies.  Another song asks, “Why 
can’t a country be like a mother?”  Well, the whole CD is 
dedicated to the immigrantes, and Humane Borders bene-
fits from the sale of these CDs.  We hope you will sample 
the CD, buy ten and mail them to your friends away from 
the border so they can understand some of what you do.   
 
   STIPULATIONS 
 Restrictions on Humane Borders activities on fed-
eral properties vary dramatically.  Risk managers have a 
hey day with Humane Borders.  The stipulations vary 
from, “Ya’ll have a nice day” to six pages of do’s and 
don’ts.  On one federal property, there were once five film 
crews from all around the world at the same time.  On 
other properties, no news photography is allowed without 
prior written permission.  One set of stipulations were ne-
gotiated between the Department of Justice and the De-
partment of Interior and signed by the Solicitor General of 
the United States.  While each of the federal properties’ 
management policies and procedures are established 
separately by Congress, there is no consistent approach 
to the external relations with Humane Borders by repre-
sentatives of the federal government. 
 
 FEDERAL BORDER POLICIES 
 Following the implementation of Operation Hold 
the Line, Operation Gatekeeper, Operation Rio Grande, 
Operation Safeguard, and various other attempts to deter 
and interdict persons in the migration, the number of 
deaths in the desert rose, not linearly, but exponentially.  
This curvi-linear increase is directly correlated to law en-
forcement strategies of United States Border Patrol. 
 The United States General Accountability Office 
and the academy (most notably the University of Houston, 
but also the University of California at San Diego), each 
conclude that these Border Patrol operations have had 
the effect not of reducing the numbers of people coming 
but of moving the migration into the open desert where 
the result has been a significant increase in the number of 
migrant deaths. 
 The response of officials has always been that no 
one could have foreseen that the migrants would cross 
the desert.  However, in August of 1994, a report ap-
proved by the Commissioner of the INS detailed predic-
tions of the deaths that would follow this kind of militariza-
tion of the border. 
 
 MIGRANT SAFETY INITIATIVE AND MORE 
 In 1998, Congress directed the creation of the 
Migrant Safety Initiative.  Each year since, the Border Pa-
trol has received funds and authority to train and super-
vise special agents known as BORSTAR officers to re-
duce the numbers of migrants dying.  BORSTAR stands 
for Border (Patrol) Search, Trauma, and Rescue).  Addi-
tional aircraft including small helicopters, fixed-wing air-
craft, Blackhawk helicopters, Hermes drone aircraft, and 
other expensive, high-tech equipment have been de-
ployed and touted by Border Patrol spokespersons and 
administration as being for the purpose of reducing the 
number of migrant deaths in the Sonoran desert.  Some of 
the helicopters are even equipped with forward looking 
infrared.  Millions of dollars in aircraft have been assigned 
to the southern border and even more 
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