Students from Univ. of Minnesota gathered around the
Reyes-Carias water station just west of Three Points to
learn from Bob Ellis and Marissa Rice how water stations
are maintained. The students stayed in First Christian
Church after their trip to Mexico with BorderLinks.
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Message from Rev. Robin Hoover...

Sitting in a sweltering office at the end of
July, there’s much to catch up on. Today is July 21,
and we've been told that the migrant death count
is now over 180—that'’s right, one hundred and
eighty—migrants have died across southern Ari-
zona since October 1, 2004. We're poised to tie or
break a record of 39 consecutive days of more than
100° F. Last week, Humane Borders volunteers
and our associates in Sonora together deployed
more than 2,000 gallons of water in more than 100
water stations on both sides of the border. Humane
Borders operates 73 stations.

The United States Government does not
know how to stop migrant traffic in any of the Ari-
zona corridors, nor is it known how to reduce the
numbers of migrant deaths. Just this morning, Bor-
der Commissioner, Robert C. Bonner of the Bureau
of Border and Customs Protection announced that
he was considering some sort of citizen-based Bor-
der Patrol auxiliary. This is nonsense. To assume
that more of the same thing is going to help is actu-
ally going to get even more people killed: probably a
mixture of volunteers, migrants, and Border Patrol
agents. There is something fundamentally wrong in
a country when it is illegal to provide basic human
decency to another while it is legal to strap on a gun
and go on public properties to hunt migrants.

Our Kind of Politics

The former Archbishop of Brownsuville,
Bishop Fitzpatrick, used to say, “My politics are the
words on the Statue of Liberty and the words of
Matthew 25.” In front of a refugee camp known as
Casa Oscar Romero, Bishop Fitzpatrick had the
words of each painted on 4’ X 8’ plywood sign-
boards. A few weeks ago, a fanaticly fundamental-
ist, nativist, reactionary preacher called me and
screamed, “In the name of God, | demand that you
quit putting out water in the desert for those
“*H#*1%@#" illegals.” | asked him if he ever read
Matthew 25. He said, “There you go again, taking
scripture out of context.” | replied, “Out of context?
You're kidding me. That is the context. Itis the
judgment of the nations. Nations are judged by the
sheep and the goats within them who provide water
for others.” Anyway, | told him | had heard enough

and hung up. There’s only so much public educa-
tion we can be expected to do from this office.
Trust me when | share that we get harangued every
single day one way or another. Thank you for all
the good thoughts, cards, calls, and emails. They
do sustain us.
It's Getting Dicey Out There
Not often, but often enough, we’'ve come up
on a water station that has one or two or three bullet
holes in the tank. Target shooting, malice, anti-
immigrant, anti-land owner or manager...the inter-
pretation is anyone’s guess. A week ago, a water
truck full of volunteers arrived at a water station. It
had water streaming out of it from bullet holes that
couldn’t have been more than a few minutes old.
That's getting too close for comfort.
United Church of Christ Volunteers
Two UCC youth groups merged in Tucson to
work together for Humane Borders for a week. One
group was from Santa Cruz, California, the other
from Salt Lake City, Utah. Each of the groups
added in a one day, overnight trip to Nogales with
BorderLinks. We dutifully arranged for them to have
an “Oh my God! It's Hot!” experience in the desert.
They went to Organ Pipe Cactus National Monu-
ment to flush all of the barrels there and replenish
fresh water. They picked up trash, etc. It was
about 114 degrees Farenheit that afternoon. Need-
less to say, their leaders arranged for the two
groups to have a lot of time at city swimming pools.
Additionally, the group took off the 2x6 lattice work
on our ramada and began installing %" plywood
decking for a conventional roof. When the structure
was first built, we could not put on the regular roof
without a permit, etc., etc. So, now we’re sort of
doing an upgrade while no one is looking. The 2x6
board will be cut up to make new barrel stands for
water stations on both sides of the border.
Mike Wilson Water Stations
Mike Wilson reports that water stations keep
disappearing along US Highway 86. Mike has duti-
fully put them out, maintained them, repaired them,
etc., only to see them disappear. Someone has a
pretty nice collection of steel water station stands
and barrels. Fortunately, the stations along Fresnal
Canyon Road have not been touched, and water
usage on the Reservation has generally been low.

Continued on page 2




Mission Groups Bring 28 People

Members of First Congregational Church in Santa
Cruz, CA, and Holladay United Church of Christ in Salt
Lake City, UT, spent a week volunteering with Humane
Borders.

They flushed the stations in Organ Pipe Cac-
tus National Monument on a day when the
temperature was 111. They flushed and
painted stations in the Altar Valley and spent
one day assisting Rev. Hoover replacing the
roof on the Migrant Memorial Ramada. We
give big THANK YOUS to each and every vis-
iting volunteer who braved the heat to give
their time and talent in border ministry.

Mike recently began putting water out farther west
of Sells, and water consumption shot up dramati-
cally as a result. He is currently exploring other ar-
eas to deploy water as about one half of the migrant
deaths are on reservation land.
Univision Radio Campaign

The one and only “El Gordo”, Ugo Cadelago
of Univsion Radio and best of friends to Humane
Borders conducted a marathon campaign to raise
money for both Water Station, Inc. and Humane
Borders, Inc. The radio campaign will began 5 a.m.
Friday morning, July 8 in Los Angeles. They broad-
casted continuously, sort of like Jerry Lewis’ mara-
thon, until about 1a.m. Saturday, again later in the
day. Inthe evening, the crew traveled to Ocatillo,
California to help out John Hunter with Water Sta-
tion, Inc. Again, they broadcasted on Sunday
morning. This broadcast was on the largest Span-
ish language station in Los Angeles, 1020 AM. Hu-
mane Borders sent four volunteers: Ryan Seidel,
Maria Ochoa, Cat Loa, and Raymond Dukei. After
a few expenses, the fundraiser netted a little over
$8,000 for Humane Borders and another $8,000 for
Water Station, Inc. God bless El Gordo and crew!
They want to come back to visit us in October when
the Minutemen show up again on Border Road.
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Mexican Senators in Tucson
Three Mexican Senators and representa-
tives of the Mexican Human Rights Commission
were in Tucson on July 7 and 8. Rev. Hoover and
Mike Wilson attended the meeting. The representa-
tives from Mexico listened to various groups in Tuc-
son and southern Arizona that work in areas rele-
vant to the migration. Humane Borders representa-
tives emphasized Mexico’s responsibilities to inform
migrants of the real dangers they face when decid-
ing to cross the US-Mexico border. Mike Wilson
made it clear that no group, including the O’odham,
is exempt from responsibilities.
United Methodist
Bishop Minerva Carcano, jurisdictional
bishop of the Southwest Desert Conference of the
United Methodist Church, called her clergy and laity
to a Walk in the Desert July 13 and 14. On July 13,
150+ Methodists joined the Humane Borders volun-
teer meeting and stayed for a briefing on the theo-
logical underpinnings and work of Humane Borders.
The bishop shared her own story and why she finds
the border ministries compelling. Robin’s welcom-
ing words were, “There aren't a lot of Methodists
dying in the desert. We welcome you since you are
obviously motivated by social justice.”

Continued on page 5

Vandals Take Shots at Water Station

Volunteers servicing water stations west of
Tucson on June 28 found one of the tanks had been
shot, and the bullets were still inside. They replaced
the damaged tank and brought the vandalized one
back to remove the bullets pictured above. In con-
sidering the five years we have been deploying wa-
ter in the southern Arizona and the number of water
stations, it is surprising how little vandalism of the
water stations has taken place. Vandalism will not
deter us.

Photo by Hart Van Denburg
Approximately 80 people present at the celebra-

tion assembled at 6:15pm for a group photo with
water trucks (above). For the dinner and program at
7:00pm, 198 people enjoyed a meal catered by El
Molinito, live music by Eric Holland and Terri Cro-
teau, video clips edited by Ryan Seidel, messages
presented by Ernesto Portillo, Jr. and Father Daniel
Groody, recognitions of volunteers and the airline
ticket raffle drawing won by Enrique Serna.

Behind the Scenes Volunteers

We give gratitude to many volunteers who
worked behind the scenes to prepare for the anni-
versary event. Pictured above, Jeanne Meyer
(Minnetonka MN) and Camilla Marvel (Riverside CT)
displayed photos in the stairwell. Sister Elizabeth
Ohmann and Sister Audrey Loher made 175 small
water stations for table decorations as well as cre-
ated the Headlines Room exhibit with newspaper
clippings. These were time consuming activities that
gave added dimension and interest to the event.
Thanks for your creativity and time!

Page 7



Antigone Books
Good Will
Gaslight Theater
Pastiche
Mana Peyote Way Pottery
Buffalo Exchange
Jean Bronson
Lori Bryant
Rachel Ellis
Carolyn Emerine
Ed Emerine
Bob Feinman
Sue Goodman
Robin Hoover
Marihelen High
Cathy Howard
Michael Hyatt
Jose |barra
Dot Kret
Steve Leal
Gene and Sue Lefebvre
Marama Moon
Jo Ann Ridley
Sid Showalter
Maureen Bursa Zapanelli

Jean Bronson
Cecilia Gutierrez
Kristin Roth
Karen McWhirter
First Christian Church Evangelism Committee
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We give tremendous appreciation to
Caroline Emerine and Charles Ambrose
for organizing and staffing
the silent auction!
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Ryan Returns to Spokane

For the past year, it has been a pleasure to
have Ryan Seidel as a full-time volunteer through
the Young Adult Volunteers in Mission (YAVIM)
sponsored by the Presbyterian Church USA. He has
performed over and beyond his commitment of 35
hours per week, and does so cheerfully. It has been
common for him to give ten, twelve or more hours in
a day when he recognizes the need for his time and
talent.

Thank you, Ryan!
Good luck in your new teaching position.

Ryan has performed a wide variety of tasks
with his multi-dimensional set of skills and talents.
He gave greatly needed assistance in the winter
months to taking apart, cleaning, painting and recon-
figuring water equipment and trucks. His skills with
computers are surpassed by none and often offers
his competence with both hardware and software.
Several volunteers were trained by Ryan to capture
video tape and create DVD'’s of over 150 video tapes
of Humane Borders in the news. He also trained
volunteers to scan hundreds of still photos into digi-
tal format. We appreciate his breadth of experience
and suggestions for ways to improve our processes
and systems. Very importantly, Ryan gave educa-
tional presentations to groups that often included
high school or university students. Without excep-
tion, feedback from the participants included the
highest praise for his presentation and teaching
skills. Ryan made many water station service trips
and traveled to Los Angeles to help with the Univi-
sion Radio fundraiser for water stations.

Ryan’s wife, Sarah, has also been a YAVIM
working with BorderLinks. August 3" is their last
official day as volunteers. They will go on retreat Au-
gust 4 with six others in the YAVIM program to re-
flect and celebrate their year together as a commu-
nity. On August 8", they will fly to Spokane and set-
tle into life in the Northwest again. Ryan will be re-
turning to a teaching position at East Valley High
School (math), while Sarah will be looking for work
within the non-profit and/or church sectors.
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Above: Info table, Jean Bronson
Left: Michael Hyatt photos

Below: Headlines exhibit, Ceci
Gutierrez, Maria Ochoa

Bottom left and right: Dancing by
Ted Coaper with music by Pablo
Peregrina

Above right: Raffle, Phoenix Smithey
Right: Witing notes to migrants on
flags

The evening raised approximately
$5000 for Humane Borders
For volunteers to maintain
70 water stations this season.
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While thousands of volunteers and supporters have enabled Humane Borders to carry out its mission to
save lives, we give public gratitude to several individuals and organizations.

First Christian Church. By far the biggest supporter of Humane Borders, FCC has incubated and sup-
ported the mission by giving nearly half of their minister’s time for 5 years, office space and equipment,
phones, water, volunteers, and spaces for parking, storage and meetings.

Humane Borders Officers (all who have served): Rev. Robin Hoover, Paul Fuschini, Tim Holt,

Sr. Elizabeth Ohmann, Rev. Randy Mayer, Sue Goodman, Fr. Bob Carney, Kitty Ufford-Chase, Cecile Lumer
Ross Flanagan. Ross wrote the first check in 2000 that set the mission of Humane Borders in motion.
Bill Wellman and Dale Thompson. As Superintendent and Chief Ranger of Organ Pipe Cactus Na-

tional Monument, Bill and Dale worked with Humane Borders to issue the first permit and deploy the first wa-

ter stations in the park on March 7, 2001.

Pima County Government. With a unanimous vote in June 2001, Pima County Supervisors began
funding a contract to maintain water stations and have continued to date.

City of Tucson. Thanks to City of Tucson Water Department and City Council members for working

with Humane Borders to deploy water stations on city owned property in May 2005.

Churches routinely supplying drivers and volunteers

St Pius X Parish Tucson
St Mark’s Presbyterian Church Tucson
First Christian Church Tucson
Immanuel Presbyterian Church Tucson
St Cyril Parish Tucson
Shadow Rock United Church of Christ Phoenix
Community Christian Church Tempe
University Preshyterian Tempe
Desert Palm United Church of Christ Tempe
Pinnacle Presbyterian Cave Creek
Good Shepherd United Church of Christ Sahuarita

Amerimex Communications, Inc., Roswell, GA. Don Aldridge and Marcela Shackelford visited wa-
ter stations in the spring of 2005 and now sponsor water station trips.

John Chamblee. Thanks to John, Humane Borders received a $15,000 gift of software in February
2005. We now use it for preparing death maps and warning posters.

Hart Van Denburg. Thanks to Hart's persistence and investment of time and resources, an extensive
new website has was launched in May 2005. Hart keeps it current.

Individual Donors. Over our 5-year history, 573 giving units from 37 states, plus Canada, England and
Mexico, have supported the mission. Only with this support can volunteers maintain water stations.

Young Adult Volunteers in Mission
Through a program of the Presbyterian Church, USA, a full-time volunteer has given their time to Humane
Borders for the past three years. 2005—Ryan Seidel 2004—Laura Crim  2003—Julie Burns

Thousands of
VOLUNTEERS!

Approximately 5,500 volunteers have
made trips to service water stations. We
offer our admiration and gratitude to
each one for their compassion for mi-
grants, courage in the face of opposi-
tion, and tenacity in brutal heat of the
southern Arizona summers. Groups vol-
unteer from the greater Phoenix area,

Water deployed in 5 years over 65,000 gallons
(includes 15,000 deployed by volunteers south of the border)

Water sites 72 stations

Media Coverage 1,250 articles
(includes sources in Mexico, Canada, England, Italy, France,
Germany, The Netherlands, Sweden, Russia, Korea, China,
Japan, Chile, Switzerland, Denmark, Ireland, plus
Univision International and Telemundo)

Budget first year $65, 000 i 4 g
current year $120, 000 | A0, Douglas/Bisbee/Naco/Agua Prieta
Assets $150,000 : area, Sahuarita/Green Valley area, and

Estimated volunteer hours per month 2,500 to 3,000 Tucson.

Continued from page 2

On Thursday at 7a.m., the day began with a
prayer service at First United Methodist Church.
The group of more than 150 walkers poured out
onto the streets and carried crosses bearing the
names of migrants who have died in the desert.
This walk was reminiscent of our annual Memorial
and March for Migrants held on the last Sunday of
September every year. The walk concluded at Ev-
ergreen Cemetery at the place were a few uniden-
tified migrants are interred.

From there, the group went to the City of
Tucson Manville Road Humane Borders water sta-
tion. A few went on to see the shrine on the Iron-
wood Forest National Monument that commemo-
rates the death of a woman in September of 2002.
Back at First United Methodist Church, various
groups including No More Deaths, Samaritans,
PCIC and others made presentations following the
showing of the 30 minute DVD Dying to Live pro-
duced by our friends at Notre Dame University.
The day concluded with a worship service led by
the bishop. Bishop Carcano, you have a wonderful
way with words and a wonderful presence. Meth-
odists, you are a breath of fresh, cool air. Wel-
come.

Transporting Migrants
If you go to our website www.humaneborders.org,
you will find a link to Press Clippings. There, you
find a tab for Opinion Pieces. Listed there, you will
find an op-ed piece written by Robin Hoover last
year entitled “A Clear Bright Line in the Sand.”
Humane Borders has taken the position that we
can accomplish all of our goals without testing laws
or perceptions of laws. We offer food, water, medi-
cal, phone call to authorities, and emergency medi-
cal transportation with notification of authorities.
Our experience is that authorities don't intercept to
apprehend. If they did, they would have to pay for
the medical care given. At other times, we have
used Border Patrol to bring in a chopper to rescue
someone.

Southern Arizona now has a test case that
we will want to follow. Two volunteers for No More
Deaths have now been arrested, arraigned, re-
leased, and have pending legal proceedings
against them for transporting three migrants from
the NMD camp near Arivaca to Tucson. Just out-
side of Arivaca, they were arrested. Those of you
from a distance can follow these stories and a lot
of others by using the internet. The Arizona Daily
Star and the Tucson Citizen each have border
news sections you can click on to keep up with the
latest border stories.

Let’s Talk Dollars

God has been shining on us all, and you
folks have been writing the checks. Some how,
each week, when we get to the financial report,
Tim Holt tells us that we've got more money in the
bank than we owe! We've been keeping 2-3
weeks operating expenses in the bank. That gives
us a cushion in case of a major breakdown of a
truck or something else. We are very, very grateful
for all the gifts of every size.

Insurance Questions

First Christian Church is insured through
the United Church of Christ Insurance Board that
insures United Church of Christ and Disciples of
Christ congregations all across the US as well as
many of their general units, agencies, boards, etc.
The Bureau of Land Management has been calling
the UCCIB to ask questions about the insurance.
The UCCIB has a new president who has very cold
feet. So, UCCIB is going to “spin off” Humane Bor-
ders. It will no longer be a named insured along
with First Christian Church.

The National Park Service and the US Fish
and Wildlife Service only require us to provide
$1,000,000 worth of general liability insurance.
The BLM requires $10,000,000. BLM requires ten
times what the other agencies require which we
consider unnecessary. Also, BLM only requires
$1,000,000 for Water Station, Inc. (our sister or-
ganization in California). John Hunter of Water
Station only has to spend about $1,200 each year
for his insurance which covers hundreds of water
stations. If we buy the $10,000,000 worth of insur-
ance the BLM requires for the eight stations on
BLM properties, it will cost us $20,000 extra.
We've told them no.

UCCIB may spin us off in a few days. BLM
has only a few days to answer us. If the answer is
no, we’ll have to close down three areas: Ajo Block
of the BLM, Ironwood Forest National Monument,
and Border Road in Cochise County. Ajo Block
has never been a big consumer of water, yet it only
requires a few gallons to make a difference. Fortu-
nately, we now have the City of Tucson station
north of IFNM that helps out. The Border Road
stations are redundant since Healing our Borders
operates stations south of the border. Either way
we go: paying the $$ or pulling out has big down
sides. The officers have said that we should not
pay ten times the going rate.

Additionally, we’re now soliciting other in-
surance for our vehicles. This requires us to ac-
quire driver information. Many drivers have al-
ready provided this. The insurance folks will run
checks on our drivers. Any drivers with problems
on their records will simply have to stop driving.
The way the insurance company enforces this is
that they will cancel the insurance immediately if
they find a driver with a problem driving record.

Page 5



