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Continued on page 2 

Humane Borders’ 6th Anniversary 
JUNE 10, 2006    
Remarks by Rev. Robin Hoover, Outgoing President 
     I bring a few remembrances to share with you this 
evening.  In my faith and discipline, we have moments 
in which we recall our covenants and commitments.  
It’s good to publicly rehearse and even acknowledge a 
group’s roots.  Several of you have heard bits and 
pieces of this rehearsed over the years, but it’s just 
good to touch base again.    
     Pentecost Sunday, 2000, which that year was June 
11, some 85 persons met at the Pima Friends House.  
We were led in a Quaker Query method in which we 
spent quite some time answering two questions.  1) 
what could we do to respond with compassion to the 
migrants who were risking their lives crossing the US-
Mexico border?  2) How could we work together to 
change the system that was putting these people’s 
lives in peril?   
     That day we came up with these points.  First, We 
would put water in the desert.  We didn’t know how to 
do that, where to do that, how much it was going to 
cost, or that we would have to get millions of dollars of 
insurance, or anything else.  But, by golly, we were 
going to put water in the desert.  We certainly had no 
idea how controversial putting water in the desert 

would be or how heuristically simple it was and how it 
would attract thousands and thousands of volunteers.  
Water is what it’s all about.  
     Second.  We would challenge or change Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service - yeah, remember pre-
Michael Chertoff and Governor Ridge - the good old 
INS and related migration policies, meaning trade, la-
bor, environment, etc.   
     Third.  We would use the big dipper, the North Star, 
and water in our logo symbol, knowing on our side of 
the line that this was a reference to the abolitionist 
movement in US history and not knowing that in Mex-
ico, it doesn’t mean jack to migrants who see it.  None-
theless, on we went.  
     Fourth.  One of the goals we never fulfilled was to 
be an organization of organizations.  Well, we have 
fulfilled it in one sense.  We’ve grown to the point that 
more than 100 congregations support us on a regular 
basis.   
     Fifth.  We appointed a steering committee.  Tracy 
Carroll of St. Francis in the Foothills UMC, David Per-
kins of the Pima Meeting, and myself of First Christian 
Church. 
     By the way, that was June.  About 80 days later, 
Cecile Lumer, Kitty Ufford-Chase, Bob Carney and I 
were elected as officers to try and represent different 
faith traditions.  In less than a year in each case three 
of the officers were replace.  The replacements were 
Sr. Elizabeth Ohmann, Tim Holt, and Paul Fuschini.  
These three still serve as officers and deserve recogni-
tion for each serving more than five years.  Two others, 
Sue Ann Goodman and the Rev. Randy Mayer were 
added.  They have served continuously for four years.   
     The sixth thing we wanted to do that fateful day in 
June of 2000 was to become bi-national ASAP.  Well, 
we have and we haven’t.  Last Monday I was standing 
in Sasabe, Sonora, Mexico giving bear hugs to Gus-
tavo Mohar and Jorge Casteneda.  We’ve sent delega-
tions all along the border for years and even into Mex-
ico City, worked with la Comision Estatal Attencion Mi-
grantes in Sonora and other Mexican states, but we’re 
not bi-national in terms of leadership.  I conclude these 
years later that functionally bi-nationally is as good as 
structurally bi-national.   
     The seventh thing is to be faith-based.  We are.  I 
mean, when Bishop Carcano calls her pastors and 
clergy to walk in the desert with her in July, well they 
do.  They know why.  They know their faith roots.  And, 
we can point to others.   
     The eighth thing we came up with was to tell the 
story away from the border.  And this is what I want to 
talk about for a minute.   

Photo by Kent Brodie 

Rev. Robin Hoover, Ph.D. 



 

Pablo Peregrina performed original music Guest Speaker Ed Keeylocko encouraged saving lives 

6th Anniversary Celebration 
     The evening was enjoyed by 140 people viewing documentary films 
and savoring dinner catered by El Molinito.  The silent auction and  
donations received during the evening generated approximately 
$3,000 for Humane Borders’ operating budget. We give special thanks 
to volunteers who helped with planning, organizing, gathering dona-
tions, and setting up and taking down tables and chairs.  We give  
gratitude to Jody Ipsen, Ashley Adkins, and Kate Lindeman for  
organizing the silent auction and to the contributors of items for auc-
tion. The winning ticket in the raffle for a Dell Inspirion laptop computer 
was purchased by Olga Castro whose granddaughter will be using it 
this fall as she begins her first year in high school.  

Continued from page 1.          All of that rolled up into one bundle has been responsible for Humane Bor-
ders making a significant contribution to the national and international discourse on the migration and upon possi-
ble immigration reform.  Immigration reform is at the top of the heap of ideas these days.  It is a politically salient 
item in part because we’ve successfully contributed to the politicization of the deaths of migrants.  I wonder what 
Ann Coulter will say about that some day.  We’ve held up our arms and said, “Death in the desert is wrong” so long 
that some of our arms are aching.  I would argue that the national sovereignty guys like the Minutemen literally 
stole some of their plays right out of our playbook and called national attention to other border dynamics.  I’m not 
the one to claim this.  Actually, our friend the Consul General of Phoenix, Carlos Flores Vizcarra, was the first to 
point this out to me more than a year ago.   We’ve had intense media coverage ever since we began and espe-
cially since the deaths of the so-called Yuma 14 in May of 2001. All of the points toward which we began working 
six years ago today have been addressed in one way or another, and arguably, we’ve just been implementers of 
that original vision.  There are other highlights, though.                                                                                                                          

Silent Auction Contributors 
 
Antigone Books, Marco Aurelio  
Gary Bjorklund,  Kent Brodie  
Jean Bronson, Helain Day   
Simon Donovan, Dante Fraboni  
Henny Garfunkel 
Sharon Holnback-Aparatus  
Cathy Howard, Dan  Huntimer  
Michael Hyatt, Barbara Jensen 
Kyle Johnson, Deedee Koenen  
Susan Lain, Paula Mich 
Karen McWhirter—Rolling Hills Pet Clinic 
Lisa Marie Morrison—Sirroco Design  
No More Deaths, David Romo  
Luis Alberto Urrea, Paula Wilk  
Roberta Zelikow, Jorge 
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Continued on page 3 

Special thanks 
to Jean Bron-
son for setting 
up and deco-
rating the table 
in preparation 
for the event.  
A big round of 
applause goes 
to the clean up 
crew!  Thanks 
for all the help-
ing hands! Jean Bronson 
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‘Move from here to there’ and it will move.  Nothing 
will be impossible for you.”  Anyone close to Robin 
will testify to countless examples how he conceived 
ideas and moved mountains for Humane Borders.  
When he was using his personal truck to deliver wa-
ter to the first water stations and wanted Humane 
Borders to purchase its own truck, many thought he 
had gone mad.  The money was not there.  It existed 
in his mind, and so it came to pass. Today we look 
back and see that we have purchased 6 vehicles 
because Robin moved the first mountain.    
     I remember a morning when Robin said he would 
like to talk to Border Patrol Agent David Gutierrez in 
the Casa Grande Station office.  By 1:30 that after-
noon, he and Sister Elizabeth Ohmann were in his 
office for a meeting.  That mountain moved within 3 
hours.  There is no end to examples of how Robin 
“got things done”.   For those of us who were  
doubtful or worse, didn’t believe it possible, it is by     
Robin’s faith that Humane Borders grew and ex-
panded exponentially.   
     In the first year or two when reporters asked, 
“Rev. Hoover, how many water stations do you want 
to have?”  He always told them 100.  At this time, 84 
water stations have been deployed.  We are all look-
ing forward to the day when no more migrants are 
dying in the desert and water truck drivers can turn 
in their keys. It will then be very interesting to note 
the number stations that have given water to thirsty 
people.  I wonder if that number will be 100. 
 
     Update—Asylum Program  
     Southern Arizona 
     In the fall of 2005, APSA gave all its assets to the 
Lutheran Social Mission of the Southwest.  LSMS 
holds all the files and records of this corporation re-
lated to the provision of asylum services to its client 
base.   
     It is the intention of the board for the shell corpo-
ration to continue to serve populations defined by 
their immigration status.  As the mission expands, 
we anticipate changing the legal name of the corpo-
ration or at least registering a “dba” name for the 
corporation so as to avoid confusion with the existing 
LSMS asylum program.  Possible mission expansion 
includes the provision of goods and services, includ-
ing legal services, to refugees, asylum seekers, and 
undocumented persons within the constraints of US 
laws.  Such goods and services may be contracted 
with other service providers in southern Arizona, in-
cluding LSMS.  As president of the shell corporation 
(since May 2006), Rev. Robin Hoover’s vision for the 
future has positioned the corporation to be ready for 
whatever changes in immigration law may occur.  
For example, people might be in need of “how to ad-
vice” about guest worker programs, application  
processes, meeting requirements, ESL classes, etc.  
     When the time comes, APSA will pick up where 
Humane Borders leaves off!  

A Lot of Bang for Humanitarian Bucks! 
      Humane Borders annual budget grew from ap-
proximately $50,000 in 2001 to around $150,000 in 
2005.  The projected budget for 2006 tops 
$211,000.  The significant increase this year reflects 
a one-time grant from the United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief helping us purchase two new trucks.  
Our system of water stations has grown from 2 in 
March, 2001, to 84 today.  
     Our administrative costs include payroll and re-
lated expenses for administrative work, compensa-
tion for our Peace Corps Fellow interns plus office 
related expenses.  Operations include all expenses 
for trucks:  insurance, down payments and loan pay-
ments, tires, registration, repairs and maintenance, 
etc.  Water station costs includes:  liability insur-
ance, tanks, stands, decals, tools, flag poles sets, 
paint, satellite phones, GPS devices, walkie-talkies, 
batteries, food packs, health kits, etc. 
     As Rev. Hoover has often said, “We get a lot of 
bang for our humanitarian bucks!”  The contributions 
to Humane Borders have enabled volunteers to give 
away over 80,000 gallons of water!  There are peo-
ple alive today because they found a drink of water 
in the desert. 
     With the cost of gasoline hovering around $3.00 
per gallon, our fuel costs are $100 per day this sum-
mer.  We need gifts to sponsor one or more days of 
gasoline. Your contribution will go directly into the 
gas tank!  Thanks OODLES! 



 

Kate L indeman 

Ashley Adkins 

Summer Interns 
     Humane Borders welcomed two summer interns.  
Ashley Adkins will begin her senior year at University 
of the South in Sewanee, TN this fall, majoring in Po-
litical Science and Russian, with a minor in history.  
Last summer Ashley served as an intern in the Wash-
ington, D.C. Office of Congressman Sherrod Brown of 
Ohio.      
     Kate Lindeman will begin her sophomore year at 
Rhodes College in Memphis, TN with emphasis in 
History/Spanish. Kate is a Bonner Service Scholar 
and a member of the Rhodes Service Scholars pro-
gram.  
     Both of these young women took advantage of the 
guest facilities in First Christian Church and gave 40 
hours per week of volunteer time. 
 
Thank you from Ashley Adkins, HB Intern 
Sue, Robin, Mark, & all Humane Borders Volunteers: 
     Thank you for making my experience this summer 
possible.  I gained a lot of knowledge about so many 
things.  The journey I made to Tucson far surpassed 
my expectations.  Sincerely, Ashley 

Message from New Executive Director, 
Sue Goodman 
     What I have learned in the past few weeks is the 
difference between having a title and not having one 
is almost imperceptible. Perhaps that will change 
over time.  There are a few more decisions that re-
quire my attention concerning the day to day opera-
tions that used to be directed towards Robin.  With-
out a glitch, we remain focused very clearly on our 
mission and have a core group of approximately 
150 volunteers to stay the course making 500 water 
trips this summer.  While Robin’s role has changed, 
he is still very much present to advise in a moment’s 
notice.  
      After reading Robin’s words of reflection about 
his six years of building Humane Borders, I want to 
honor some of Robin’s gifts to the organization and 
relate a few observations about Robin that can be 
seen for the looking. 
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      To give you an idea of just how prophetic and 
visionary Robin is, in an intuitive way he knew in 
1998 that something was on the horizon.  He 
stood on the steps of the arena at Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock after the graduation cere-
mony with his newly earned Ph.D. in hand and 
said, “One day they’ll come looking for me.  I am 
one of a handful of people in the country who 
knows this stuff.”  And people, hundreds of jour-
nalist from all over the U.S. and 22 foreign coun-
tries, have done just that - “come looking for him.”  
     He was open to finding a new church to serve 
in 1999, and when the letter of interest came from 
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Tuc-
son, it seemed like a perfect match.  This church 
was active in the Sanctuary movement, had 
spawned six other Disciples’ churches in the com-
munity, and presented a resume’ a mile long of 
outreach and service in southern Arizona.  Robin 
began his pastorate at FCC in February, 2000.   
     Only five months later Humane Borders was 
born.  There has never been a doubt that Robin’s 
call to Tucson was divine order. His extraordinary 
wealth of knowledge, experience with nonprofit 
organizations and leadership skills carried Hu-
mane Borders for six years with expansion be-
yond anyone’s imagination.  From the moment the 
idea was conceived, Robin became the visionary 
for that first group of 85 local folks concerned 
about migrant deaths in the desert and assembled 
to do something about it.   
     Robin realized the name of the organization 
had to convey the humanitarian aspect, but it also 
had to respect sovereignty.  Humane Borders im-
plied both and created the stepping stone to or-
ganize as an Arizona incorporation and apply for 
an IRS status.  Like other nonprofit organizations 
Robin founded, he knew the mission statement 
had to give a clear and powerful message encour-
aging all stake-holders along the border to follow.  
The mission to lower the number of deaths and 
advocate for immigration reform stood tall as a 
moral standard to which all religious groups, activ-
ist groups and land owners/managers of private, 
governmental or tribal land would be held ac-
countable. 
     Many times during the building of Humane Bor-
ders people said that “Robin gets things done.”  
No doubt.  People stood in awe of him over and 
over again admiring his ability to bring into being 
an idea that popped into his mind, with no room 
for doubt.  The only question was how long it 
would take.  And to our amazement, it was often 
in short order.  Translated into religious language, 
“Robin is a man of great faith.”   From Matthew 
17:20, we know that “if you have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 

 

                                                    

Continued from page 2.     This past year, we put out a phe-
nomenal amount of water.  We made all kinds of pres-
entations to schools, groups, large gatherings, and so 
on.  We hosted groups.  We spent huge amounts of 
energy making our maps into warning posters.  We’ve 
nurtured our relationships with Mexican groups, aca-
demic institutions, and on an on.  We earned a place 
of invitation to lots of tables to talk about migration.   
     We’ve made a delegation trip to Mexico City that 
was just so controversial that we were written up in Al 
Jazeera two days in a row, a trophy for any do-
gooders you can think of.  We’ve held up the mirror 
and allow this goofy administration of ours to see 
themselves as the heartless fools they are when it 
comes to migrant safety and of how they continue to 
ignore Congress’ 1998 mandate to provide for migrant 
safety.  We’ve been among those in the forefront of 
showing how the migrants who continue to cross make 
a mockery of attempts to re-define life on the border in 
terms of national security.  Well, I could go on and on.   
     We’ve been the recipients of more than $56,000 in 
funds from the United Methodists, and gifts from other 
denominational groups are in the planning stages in-
cluding one from the Disciples Hispanic Ministries.  
We’ve been blessed by another contract with Pima 
County Government and another $10,000 gift from 
Amerimex Corporation.  I can’t and shouldn’t list all of 
the donors, but there have been some exceptional 
gifts, some of them from poor migrants.   
     We’ve put together more trucks, more tanks, more 
hoses, more pumps, more equipment, and more and 
more gear.  We’ve attracted more interns, more 
groups, more funds, and here we are fully-engaged in 
the Lord’s work six years later.  I’m glad that I’ve had a 
hand in it, and I told Mark Townley earlier today that I 
worked harder for Humane Borders this week than I 
have most other weeks before my so-called retirement 
from leadership.  I thank you.  It’s been quite a ride...   
media, volunteers, colleagues, migrant contacts, 
elected officials, public administrators, rescues, organi-
zation, coordination, travel, deep, personal contacts.  
There’s something for everyone in this group.  And, I’m 
glad to reference some of our shared time.  I hope I’ve 
helped make some of it meaningful for you.  I’ll con-
tinue in my new role as founder and media representa-
tive and trouble maker for as long as needed.  Robin.  

A WORD FROM 
THE NEW  
HUMANE  
BORDERS  
PRESIDENT…    
     Well, it’s been just 
under 6 weeks since 
Robin stepped down 
as President of Hu-
mane Borders and I 
assumed that role.  
Robin is doing well 
writing his book and 
Humane Borders con-
tinues to put water in 
the desert.  Migrants continue to die in our deserts 
and our lawmakers still fail to pass meaningful immi-
gration reform legislation.  While some things do 
change, far too much stays the same.      
     The transition has been fairly smooth in large part 
due to the efforts of Sue Goodman!   Sue is now an 
Executive Director and makes most of the day to day 
decisions for Humane Borders.  She is doing a won-
derful job!  I cannot physically be in the office every 
day and Sue has stepped up to fill the need and 
make necessary decisions.  We’ve also hired Pam 
Gordon a few hours per day as administrative coor-
dinator to keep office organized and running 
smoothly.  Jay Young has been taking care of the 
trucks and will continue through the next school 
year.  The work continues to get done! 
     Sister Elizabeth Ohmann and I have been making 
the rounds of various government leaders in the 
area.  We’ve met with most of the County Supervi-
sors or their staff and with Raul Grijalva’s staff.  
We’re giving them a review of what we do, a copy of 
the death data maps we’ve been working on, intro-
ducing me as the new president of Humane Borders 
and building support.  Most do support us. 
     A contingent from Humane Borders also met with 
Governor Napolitano on Tuesday, July 11.  Robin, 
Sue, Mike Wilson, Paula Mich, and I met with the 
Governor for over 30 minutes.  She was very recep-
tive to us and to our ideas.  She seemed particularly 
interested in the cell phone tower project and also 
agreed to look into problems accessing state trust 
land.  Time will tell how much support we receive 
from her, but the meeting was very promising. 
     I have one final note and it is about equipment.  
Truck 3 has been servicing the Ironwood stations for 
its entire life, and it is quickly deteriorating as a re-
sult.  It is likely that we will have to replace this truck 
soon.  We’ll most likely trade Truck 3 in for a new 
truck in September.  We simply cannot afford the 
escalating maintenance costs for this truck.  I’ll keep 
you updated as we move forward! 

Mix in ‘06 
     Sue Goodman set up and worked a Humane 
Borders exhibit at Mix in ‘06, an assembly of 3000 
women from The Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and the United Church of Christ.  The exhibit 
included a water station and migrant trash.  When 
individuals were asked how the presence of un-
documented people effects them personally, most 
said, “It doesn’t effect me.”  Some stated that lan-
guage was a barrier.  One person said, “Walmart 
hires Hispanics and they speak Spanish in the 
store.”      
 

Mark Townley, incoming  
President of Humane Borders 
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Volunteer from Colorado Goes International 
      Kathy Bougher, a new volunteer from  
Colorado, volunteered a few days to service water 
stations.  She was on her way to Mexico and Central 
America.  Rev. Hoover gave her a few contacts and 
CD’s with electronic files for our warning posters and 
death maps.  Kathy sent email to us on July 10. 
 
Hi Robin and Sister Elizabeth,  
     We met a few weeks ago when I was in Tucson. 
Sister Elizabeth and I talked quite a lot one day and 
then I went with Robin and several others one eve-
ning to put out a new water tank. You gave me a CD 
with the desert maps to take to Father Flor Maria in 
Tapachula. I was able to meet with him a couple of 
weeks ago and we had a good talk. He was delighted 
to get the CD. Before I gave it to him, I made several 
more copies of it. I left one with the folks at Centro de 
Derechos Humanos Fray Bartolome de las Casas in 
San Cristobal. I©ve known them for years and they©re 
good people. They work directly with the Zapatista 
communities and not much with immigrants, but they 
certainly know the issue. They do have connections 
with people in Villahermosa who do work more di-
rectly with immigrants. They did tell me that the Zapa-
tista communities have made it a point to help Guate-
malan immigrants and offer them shelter and food if 
they need it. Apparently they caught one pollero com-
ing through with his group. They stopped him and 
made him give them the money he had charged the 
immigrants. The Zapatistas returned the money to the 
immigrants and sent the pollero on his way. Now the 
polleros don©t go through Zapatista controlled areas. 
At least that©s how I heard the story!  
     I wanted to go to Frontera Comalapa, the town 
where about three years ago I saw dozens of signs 
offering transportation to Altar. The bus from San 
Cristobal to Tapachula used to go through there. 
However, that©s part of the region ravaged by Hurri-
cane Stan and the roads are out, so the bus goes to 
Arriaga and the coastal road. So, I didn©t get to go 
there, but the Fray Bar folks have a human rights 
committee there and I gave them a copy of the CD to 
give to them.  
     Eventually I got to Tapachula. I saw the folks at the 
human rights office there and left them a CD. They 
work quite a lot with immigrants, but due to double 
scheduling, I didn©t get to talk with them much. I did 
have a good conversation with Padre Flor Maria. He 
said that after Stan the bridges in the Tapachula area 
were washed out, so the trains don©t leave from there 
anymore. Migrants have to go about 300 kilometers 
along the coast to Arriaga and that©s where they get 
the trains. Mostly they walk along the old train tracks, 
which takes about five days. (It©s about five hours on a 
first-class bus.) There are innumerable assaults, rob-

beries, and rapes along the way, often in the area of 
Huixtla. If anyone does have money, they can©t take 
the bus because there are immigration checks. A 
few people who have the money take combis be-
cause immigration rarely stops them since they are 
so numerous.  
     Padre Flor Maria said that now the majority of 
Central Americans go through the Peten in Guate-
mala and enter Mexico through Tenosique and then 
to go to Palenque where they get trains to Vera 
Cruz, then Mexico City and north. It sounds like 
there aren©t any shelters or other services in that 
area because it©s a fairly new route. It also sounds 
like at first the levels of violence weren©t quite a 
great there, but they are quickly catching up.  
     In Tapachula I also went to another shelter, Jesus 
el Buen Pastor, run by Olga Sanchez. You probably 
know about it already. It©s the shelter for people who 
have been injured on the trains. Most have had legs 
or arms amputated on the trains or had other seri-
ous injuries. She ran the shelter out of her home for 
several years, but a few months ago was able to 
buy some land and build a larger shelter. What©s 
very ironic is that she got the money from a human 
rights prize she won from the Mexican government! 
The prize was awarded to her by Vicente Fox.  
     In Tapachula I also went to Salvador Urbina for a 
couple of days and met the folks on the other end of 
Justo Cafe in Agua Prieta. Great folks, too!  
     I had hoped to go to Tecun Uman and to the shel-
ter there, but everyone I talked to said it was very 
dangerous around that border crossing, so I decided 
not to go. I©m pretty intrepid, but not all that stupid!  
     While I was in the north I went to Altar. I did see 
one Humane Borders poster in the bus station in 
Nogales, firmly taped to the wall. In Altar at CCA-
MYN they said they©ve put up the posters, but that 
they quickly get torn down by the polleros. Their 
own posters advertising their shelter also get torn 
down since the shelter is free and the guest houses 
and polleros don©t like that.  
     I just got to El Salvador a few days ago and the 
topic of immigration is a major one here, too, and I 
have plans to meet with a few folks. I©ll give them 
CDs, too.  
     I©ve shared what I learned about Humane Borders 
with lots of folks along the way and they©ve all been 
very impressed. A friend of mine in Puebla, Mexico 
teaches at a university where several of her col-
leagues are very involved in immigration issues and 
she©s passing the info along to them. I©m going to 
send her the  
website with the maps and all.  
     I saw an incredible documentary in Mexico City 
called Maquilapolis, about a group of women work-
ers in the maquilas in Tijuana who challenged some  
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Visiting Volunteers 
     Groups have traveled great distances this sum-
mer to participate in the mission to save lives and 
learn about immigration issues.  A group of 20 junior 
high students with their sponsors arrived the second 
week of June from Sante Fe United Church in Sante 
Fe, NM.  The next visitors were Cindy and Molly 
Morrissey, who arrived from St. Paul, MN and gave 
three days of volunteer time. A group of 25 from Ply-
mouth-McAlester United Church in St Paul MN and 
gave volunteer time the third week of June.  This 
high school group went to Altar, Sonora, where they 
interviewed migrants.  As seen in the photos above,  
students from Newton Highlands Congregational 
Church in Newton Highlands, MA, spent one day of 
their week cleaning trucks inside and out, and 
painted the wooden boxes that hold equipment and 
supplies. A group from Three Chopt Presbyterian 
Church in Richmond, VA, gave two days for station 
maintenance and trash pick up, and visited the 
Douglas Border Patrol station.   

Group from Santa Fe United Chruch 

     Students from Sante Fe started their week with 
an orientation that included the Biblical basis for giv-
ing a cup of water to save lives.  A film crew from 
Naomi Judd’s TV talk show video taped their meet-
ing and other Humane Borders activities in which 
they participated. They picked up items left by mi-
grants in the desert and filled water stations.  After 
learning how hard the journey through the desert is 
for migrants, they spent a day spreading landscape 
rocks in the heat, a job some migrants risk their lives 
to be hired to do. 

 
of the big US companies on the pollution they are 
causing in the communities. At this point the women 
are winning. The filmmaker is Vicky Funari and the 
website is http://www.maquilapolis.com/. She©s just 
starting to show it at film festivals now. Someone also 
told me about a documentary made here in Mexico 
about Central Americans on the trains, called De Na-
die. I found some websites on it, but I don©t have any 
details other than that. But, it©s supposed to be really 
good.  
    I certainly hope to keep in touch. I learned a lot from 
the work all of you are doing there in Tucson. Thanks.  

Thank you from Tucson Council  
     for International Visitors 
     Thank you so much for meeting with our guests 
interested in Human Rights.  They felt their visit with 
you added to their understanding of volunteer pro-
grams and the management of such a program.  A 
visit to your organization was suggested by Wash-
ington. I am so pleased that it went so well.   As you 
know, we are the official host for any visitors invited 
by the State Department.  All of our visitors have 
been identified by the embassy in their country as 
leaders or about to be leaders.  The feeling is that a 
successful visit to the United States will provide bet-
ter understanding of our country and the opportunity 
for good relationships as well as useful information 
for the visitors.  The Council thanks you so much for 
your valuable time and cooperation.   
     Sincerely, Eloise Brown, Program Director 
 
Amerimex 
     For several years our friends at Amerimex near 
Atlanta, GA, have supported live-saving water in the 
desert.  Their first gift arrived unsolicited in our mail-
box in 2002.   
     It was several months before we knew that their 
corporation’s business was selling prepaid phone 
service in Hispanic communities.  In 2005, this com-
pany was named one of the top 500 fastest growing 
companies in the United States.   
     We congratulate them on such a successful en-
terprise.  The total of their gifts over five years to 
Humane Borders is approaching $30,000.     
     When you see the Amerimex sign on Truck 3, 

please join us in 
extending our 
sincere gratitude 
to Don Aldridge 
and Marcela 
Shackelford for 
their continued 
support.  
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                                                                          Students from      
                                          Newton Highlands Congregational 
Church cleaned and painted the wood on all 4 trucks in one day. 
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